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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Sons  fills  big  shoes  in  father's  ministry  role 
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Whatever  was  going  on  in  our 
family  —  if  there  was  some  spe¬ 
cial  family  event  —  the  seamen 
ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  who  were  visiting  the  center 
Philip  Vandercook's  first  birth-  joined  in  as  part  of  the  family." 
day  was  a  family  affair  years  The  blending  of  cultures 
ago.  There  were  toys,  cards,  and  gave  Philip  a  worldview 
the  traditional  birthday  cake,  but  unpossible  for  most  children.  "1 
the  "Happy  Birthday"  chorus  enjoyed  going  on  the  ships,  and 
wasn't  sung  around  a  dining  I  made  some  very  interesting 
room  table.  It  was  sung  on  board  friends.  Many  of  the  seafarers 
a  cargo  ship  docked  in  the  port  treated  me  like  one  of  their 
of  New  Orleans.  Present  with  his  own.  They  were  often  away 
parents  were  "extended"  family  from  their  wives  and  their  own 
— seafarers  from  India,  children  for  long  periods  of 

■  Philip's  first  expe-  time.  They  made  me  sort  of  a 
rience  on  board  a  snip  substitute  son. 
was  when  he  was  six  "I  remember  when  I  was  a 
weeks  old.  "Philip  boy  in  Royal  Ambassadors  how 
was  bom  into  sea-  the  missions  stories  would  take 
men's  ministry,"  says  us  to  faraway  places  and  tell  us 
his  father,  John  about  missionaries  working 

Vandercook,  who  there.  For  me,  it  was  especially 

became  a  missionary  interesting  because  I  could 
to  seafarers  in  1963.  always  place  a  face  of  someone 


By  Cannon  Keith 

North  American  Mission  Board 


Published  Since  1877 


October  23, 1997 
Vol.  121 
No.  37 


studied.  I  could  almost  always  ter  Anna  Katherine.  (Photos  courtesy  of  NAMB/P 

personally  relate  to  the  stories.  - - - — — - 

"Now,  RAs  come  to  our  cen-  Philip  was  asked  to  become  ministry.  M 
ter  to  learn  about  missions  from  full-time  director  of  the  sea-  that  God  w 

elp  out  men's  center.  dren  into  se 

;  ships,  "Dad's  still  involved,  but  he  will."  All  f 
lat  you  knows  that  this  is  now  under  dren  are  act 
way  to  my  direction,"  says  Philip.  Recently, 
s.  They  "He's  the  one  I  go  to  for  advice  were  enjoyi 
and  encouragement.  One  of  the  their  own. 
college  best  lessons  I've  learned  from  tion  of  th< 
n  engi-  Dad  is  that  our  call  to  ministry  Catherine, 
ring  as  isn't  to  a  place  —  it's  a  call  to  members  v 
le  New  have  a  heart  for  people.  All  As  was 
?ed  the  people  need  to  near  about  first  birth* 
itinue.  Jesus.  Right  now.  I'm  working  family  mer 
;  not  as  with  seafarers,  but  my  ministry  too.  They  \ 
d  reve-  is  to  anyone  with  needs."  and  admiri 

assur-  John  Vandercook  admits  They  w 
d  was  he's  human  enough  to  be  Guyana,  in 
ith  sea-  proud  of  his  son.  and  expert* 

"I  don't  know  if  it  ever  to  be  part 
lercook  crossed  my  mind  that  Philip  celebration 
1991,  would  be  involved  in  seamen  s  family  of  fa 


y;M|  years  ot  Philips  hte,  a: 

seamen  s  ministry 
’C’J  center  was  located  in  p 
,  '  B  the  Vandercooks'  n 
Yl  home.  "As  a  child,  I  p 
never  thought  about  C 
the  center  being  in  v\ 
our  home,"  Philip 
younger  recaus  "There  were  a 

u  IS  !JrSt  people  from  all  over  L 
i board  a  —  different  a 

larbor.  countries,  cultures,  a 
and  languages  —  but  f« 
it  didn't  seem  strange.  It  was 
more  of  a  lifestyle  for  us.  r< 


What's  in  the 
Record 


BSSB  mails  Mormon  video 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  The  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
(BSSB)  began  Oct.  14  mailing  free  copies  of  a  7(>mimite  video, 
"The  Mormon  Puzzle,"  to  more  than  38,000  Southern  Baptist 
churches  across  the  country. 

The  video,  produced  by  the  North  American  Mission  Board, 
was  introduced  at  the  1997  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
in  Dallas  and  designed  as  a  resource  for  SBC  messengers  who 
will  attend  the  1998  convention  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

BSSB  President  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  said  in  a  letter  accompa¬ 
nying  the  video  he  hopes  pastors  "will  preview  this  video  and 
identify  ways  you  can  use  it  in  your  church. 

If  you  will  be  sending  messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  plan  training  sessions  next  spring  that  include  a 
showing  of  the  video.  Show  it  to  the  deacons,  other  leaders  in 


Youth  Conference  slated 


Clarke  revisited 


The  Cambridge  Square  Mission  of  Gautier  is  constituted  as  the 
Cambridge  Square  Church.  Started  by  First  Church,  Moss  Point,  the  first 
action  of  the  new  church  is  to  call  A1  Green  as  pastor.  Green  has  served  as 
the  mission  pastor  since  1974. 


Teams  gaining  respect 


Cherry  Creek  Church,  Pontotoc  County,  holds  a  homecoming  day  with 
Ivyloy  Bishop,  Southwide  Secretary  for  Royal  Ambassadors,  preaching 
and  Edwina  Robinson,  State  WMU  Secretary,  reporting  on  her  recent  trip 
to  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  meeting  in  Denmark. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Eight  simple  words 


'  SON,  RCMEMBER  s  THE  WORLD 
CAN  DO  ANVTHIN6  TH6 
CHURCH  CAN  DO,  6XCCPT 
IT  CANNOT  SHOW  GRACB. 


L\  tragically  and  much  too  soon.  As  I  What  if  we  prefaced  every- 
JL  JL  was  making  my  way  through  the  lush  thing  we  say  to  each  other  with 
flowers  and  plants  crowding  the  small  room  those  eight  simple  words?  What  if 
at  the  small  funeral  home  in  that  small  we  began  every  debate  among  us 
Mississippi  town,  one  card  attached  to  a  with  those  eight  simple  words? 
particularly  attractive  floral  arrangement  We  have  opportunities  daily 
jumped  out  at  me.  The  card  said,  "With  love  to  put  that  concept  into  action, 
andprayers  from  your  Baptist  family."  and  I  pray  each  of  us  takes 

There  was  no  further  elaboration  on  the  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
identities  of  the  "Baptist  family"  members,  to  do  so. 

but  no  further  elaboration  was  really  need-  The  attitude  and  spirit  engen- 
ed.  I  was  moved  by  the  tenderness  of  those  dered  in  those  eight  simple 

those  eight  simple  words  gathered  words  can  go  a  long  way  toward 

I  into  a  sentence  that  meant  so  much  convincing  a  lost  and  —  lest  we 
to  loved  ones  suffering  the  cold,  forget  —  observant  world  that 
sudden  bereavement  of  the  day.  they  need  Jesus. 

I  haven't  been  able  to  get  that  Mississippi  Baptists  are  corn- 
kind  gesture  off  my  mind.  It  made  ing  up  on  a  special,  once-a-year 

me  proud  to  be  counted  as  a  opportunity  to  use  those  eight 

Mississippi  Baptist,  and  it  humbled  simple  words,  when  the 

(once  again)  my  barely-contained  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

egocentrism.  It  reminded  me  of  the  annual  meeting  and  ancillary 

awesome  responsibilities  I  enthusi-  gatherings  take  place  Oct.  27-29 

astically  assumed  30  years  ago  when  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 

I  became  a  follower  of  Christ.  It  also  Over  the  years,  Mississippi 
made  me  think  about  a  much  wider  Baptists  have  purposefully 

use  for  those  eight  simple  words.  avoided  the  inflammatory 

Wouldn't  it  be  great  if  every  con-  rhetoric  and  unfortunate  con- 
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Editor 


point,  and  it  is  my  earnest  prayer  that  God 
forbid  such  a  tragedy  in  Mississippi  Baptist 
life.  We  are  one  of  the  brightest  beacons  on 
the  highest  hill,  and  may  it  always  be  so. 

On  Oct.  27-29,  we  will  have  a  chance  to 
make  that  bright  beacon  bum  even  more 
intensely.  In  the  dark  world  in  which  we 
live,  that  would  be  a  welcome  sight. 

What  can  we  do  with  eight  simple 
words? 

We  can  help  to  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus  —  that's  what. 
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learned  that  her  direction  was 
unchanged. 

This  minister  is  older  now, 
with  a  lot  less  hair  and  too 
many  more  pounds.  Last  week 
he  received  a  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  this  special  church. 
It  was  a  simple,  straightfor¬ 
ward  message: 
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My  right  to  grieve 


BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 


LAYOUT/DESIGN 
Beverly  Stank 


By  Bob  Chichester ,  Associate  Pastor 
Bay  Vista  Church,  Biloxi 


"I  just  wanted  to  inform  you 
that  the  church  is  closing  this 
Sunday.  It  was  a  painful  decision 
but  it  was  necessary.  I  knew  that 
you  would  umnt  to  know. " 

I  wasn't  so  sure  that  I  want¬ 
ed  to  know.  Those  were  painful 
words  to  read.  Later,  as  I  talked 
on  the  phone  with  her  former 
pastor  who  had  just  resigri^d 
the  previous  month,  he 
described  for  me  her  final  days. 
As  he  spoke,  I  felt  as  if  he  were 
♦  the  unfortunate  attitudes  talking  about  a  dear  relative 

who  had  lingered  too  long  in 
intensive  care.  It  seemed  as  if, 
out  of  weariness  and  frustra¬ 
tion,  her  members  had  decided 
to  withdraw  life  support.  Not 
that  I  blame  anyone;  I'm  sure 
that  the  decision  was  very  per¬ 
sonal  and  complex.  I  don't  have 
the  right  to  level  criticism. 

I  do  think  I  have  the  right  to 
grieve,  and  I  will.  I  will  also 
wonder:  If  the  angels  in  heaven 
rejoice  by  the  millions  every 
time  a  new  soul  is  redeemed  in 
y  do  when 
ies?  I  won't 
know  until  I  join  Christ  in  the 
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move  to  outlying  areas  of  the  staff  member  and  his  painful 
city.  It  wasn't  long  before  the  dismissal, 
numerical  growth  ceased  and  ♦  the  disrupting  presence 
attendance  began  to  decline,  of  a  former  pastor  who  had 
Her  people  began  to  ask  oues-  chosen  to  remain  in  the  church 
tions  among  themselves:  following  his  retirement. 

"What's  wrong?  Whv  are  we  ♦  the  financial  strain  of  a 
declining?  Whose  fault  is  it?"  day  care  and  school  which 
As  if  she  didn't  have  enough  operated  in  the  red. 
to  contend  with,  Satan  had  ~ 

invaded  the  hearts  of  some  of  of  a  few  who  could  not  grasp 
her  members  and  was  making  the  concept  of  speaking  and 
war  against  her  from  the  inside,  acting  in  love. 

It  was  into  this  scenario  that  The  young  minister  left  her, 
a  29-year-old  seminary  student  *  seeking  the  full-time  ministry 
was  called  in  1984  to  serve  as  for  which  he  had  prepared  him-  that  I  blame 
part-time  music  and  youth  self.  As  long  distance  relation- 
minister.  The  church  discipled  ships  usually  go,  he  slowly  lost 
him  and  his  family,  prayea  for  contact  with  her  people  as  each 
them,  and  ministered  to  them  of  them  lived  out  their  lives  in 
in  a  thousand  different  ways,  the  different  paths  to  which 
The  fondness  that  he  and  nis  God  had  led  them, 
family  feel  for  her  people  is  Though  this  minister  served 
inexpressible  in  words.  other  fine  congregations  over 

Unfortunately,  her  decline  the  years  that  followed,  all  of  Christ,  what  do  the' 
continued  throughout  his  four-  whom  loved  him  and  his  fami-  one  of  his  churches  d 
year  tenure.  Her  ministry  was  ly  just  as  much,  he  couldn't  1 
further  complicated  by  a  num-  help  but  hold  a  special  place  in  place  he  has  prepared  for  me. 
ber  of  other  devastating  dis-  his  heart  for  her,  and  he  tried  to  I  only  know  that  I  will  long 
tractions:  keep  in  touch  now  and  then,  for  his  joy  a  little  more  this 

♦  the  immorality  of  another  With  every  communication  he  Sunday. 
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Baptist-Memphis,  St.  Joseph  to  discuss  merger 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Health  Services,  Inc.,  owner  of  strengths  of  the  two  institutions  ning  the  merger  implementa- 
St.  Joseph  Hospital  on  Overton  to  better  serve  the  health  care  tion  process. 

Avenue  at  North  Third  Street  in  needs  of  Memphis  and  the  sur-  The  press  release  also  noted 
St.  Joseph  Hospital  in  downtown  Memphis,  also  rounding  region  served  by  St.  that  St.  Jude  has  expressed  a 

Memphis  announced  Oct.  17  reported  that  neighboring  St.  Joseph.  willingness  to  consider  pur- 

that  the  medical  facility's  Jude  Children's  Research  Tne  St.  Joseph  press  release  chasing  the  St.  Joseph  property, 
owner  has  initiated  merger  dis-  Center  has  been  approached  described  the  multi-step  merg-  and  "Should  an  arrangement 
cussions  with  Baptist  Memorial  about  the  possibility  of  pur-  er  process  as:  be  realized,  St.  Jude  Hospital 

Health  Care  System,  Inc.  chasing  the  St.  Francis  property  ♦  Discussions  between  the  officials  would  consider  a  lease 
(BMHCS)  in  Memphis,  which  is  and  buildings  which  adjoin  St.  two  hospitals  that  will  lead  to  agreement  to  allow  St.  Joseph 
affiliated  with  the  state  Baptist  Jude.  development  of  a  plan  of  operations  to  continue  for  a 

conventions  of  Mississippi,  A  BMHCS  spokesperson  action  to  be  presented  for  period  of  up  to  three  years." 
Arkansas,  and  Tennessee.  said  the  Oct.  17  press  release  approval  to  the  trustees  of  the 

The  announcement  culmi-  from  St.  Joseph  was  a  coordi-  two  institutions, 
nates  a  two-and-a-half  year  nated  announcement  approved  ♦  Dialogues  with  physi-  , 

study  by  St.  Joseph,  a  Roman  by  BMHCS,  St.  Joseph,  and  St.  dans  and  community  leaders 

Catholic  hospital,  that  was  Jude.  to  determine  the  needs  of  the 

designed  to  identify  the  best  According  to  the  Oct.  17  downtown  Memphis  commu- 

opportunities  for  partnerships  press  release,  the  purpose  of  nity  in  light  of  the  merger. 

with  other  health-care  the  Baptist/Sr.  Joseph  merger  ♦  Integration  of  St.  Joseph 
providers  in  the  Memphis  area,  discussions  is  to  determine  sendees  and  facilities  into  tne 
The  Sisters  of  St.  Francis  how  best  to  combine  the  BMHCS  system  before  begin- 
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By  William  H.  Perkins,  Jr. 

Editor 


in 

c\\  Soil g, 

of  | ^  -v. 

ti\  e  Christian  C.,  Jp 

m  u 

based.  in  jpr^  1 

Atlanta,  will  k 
concert 

:c.  A  -  ,\'f 

29.  The  group 

originated  the  Reighard 

oft-performed 

song,  "Arise,  My  Love,"  and  has  enjoyed  ten 
number-one  tunes  including  "My  Heart  Is 
Already  There"  and  "We  Wear  His  Name." 

Their  current  album,  "Love 
Revolution,"  is  a  tribute  to  the  abundant 
life  found  in  Christ. 

Hattiesburg-bom  Reggie  Smith  and  his 
wife  Ladye  Love  will  lead  worship  music. 
The  Nashville-based  Smiths  recently 
returned  from  Northern  Ireland  where 
they  filmed  a  special  gospel  video  with 
William  McRae,  a  member  of  the  British 
Parliament  and  a  popular  singer  in  his 
home  country. 

Reggie  Smith  is  also  currently  touring 
with  the  Bill  Gaither  Vocal  Band  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  solo  career  and  special  duet  per¬ 
formances  with  his  wife. 


Annual  International  Ventriloquist 
Convention  and  was  also  given  a  special  orig¬ 
inality  award  for  his  unique  perfonnance. 

Conference  cost  is  $5  per  person; 
overnight  accommodations  and  meals  are 
not  included.  A  complementary  breakfast 
on  the  morning  of  Dec.  30  will  be  provided 
by  MC  for  all  participants  who  pre-register 
by  Dec.  17. 


e  World 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  YOUTH 
EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 
A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  —  Mississippi 
College,  Clinton 

December  29 

Afternoon  Session 

noon . .. . Registration  begins 

1:15  p.m . Youth  leaders/ 


Welcome 


Music-The  Smiths 
Drama-Dennis  Lee 
Worship  Music-The  Smiths 
Message-Ike  Reighard 


.Dismiss  for 


Evening  Session 
Make-up  counselors  meeting 
. Breakout  groups 


Break 


.NewSong  concert 
. Dismiss 


December  30 

Morning  Session 

l.  . . . MC  Breakfast 

(pre-registration  required) 
. Breakout  groups 


7:15-8:30  a.m. 


NewSong 

Groups  may  register  at  the  conference 
but  will  not  be  able  to  attend  the  MC  break¬ 
fast.  Pre-registered  groups  may  pick  up 
breakfast  tickets  ana  prepared  packets  at 
the  pre-registration  table  on  the  day  of  the 
conference. 

For  more  information  and  to  pre-regis¬ 
ter,  contact  Don  Lum,  MBCB  Evangelism 
Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


.Worship  music-The  Smiths 
Message-Ike  Reighard 


Lunch 


Afternoon  Session 


Breakout  groups 


. Break 

. . Drama-Dennis  Lee 

Worship  music-The  Smiths 
Message-Ike  Reighard 
. Invitation  &  closing 


Dennis  Lee 
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Clarke  closing  generates  flood  of  memories 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


First  of  a  two-part  series 


SNAPSHOT  FROM  CLARKE 
COLLEGE  —  In  a  1990  annual 
photograph,  music  instructor 
Marian  Thornton  prepares  tor  a 
rehearsal  in  the  fine  arts  building 
on  the  Clarke  College  campus. 
Thornton  taught  piano,  music 
theory  and  served  as  alumni 
director.  (BR  special  photo) 


When  Clarke  College  in  Newton  closed 
in  May  1992,  an  era  of  Mississippi  Baptist 
history  came  to  an  end. 

The  two-year  college  closed  because  of 
declining  enrollment  and  inadequate 
financial  resources  that  resulted  in  a  loss  of 
accreditation.  This  came  despite  a  decade- 
long  struggle  to  keep  the  institution  open 
that  included  the  1981  merger  with 
Mississippi  College  (MC),  a  four-year  sister 
Baptist  institution  in  Clinton. 

While  many  Mississippi  Baptists  are 
familiar  with  the  issues  related  to  the  clos¬ 
ing  of  Clarke  College,  they  mav  not  be  as 
familiar  with  the  people  —  faculty  and 
staff  —  affected  by  closing. ^There's  a 
human  side  to  the  closing  of  anTnstitution. 

“The  closing  was  very  hard,"  said 
Marian  Thornton,  music'  instructor  at 
Clarke  from  1965-1969,  and  again  from 
1985  to  the  closing.  She  was  also  serving  as 
the  alumni  director  at  the  time  of  the  clos¬ 
ing. 

All  those  gathered  in  the  room  at  the 
Clarke  College  Alumni  House,  adjacent  to 
the  former  college  property,  agreed. 

“The  hurt  didn't  start  the  day  it  closed," 
someone  said,  and  all  concurred. 

Others  in  attendance  included: 

♦  Juanita  Williams,  for  24  years  a 
teacher  of  Development  Work. 

♦  Kelton  Valentine,  spouse  of  long¬ 
time  business  manager  Herbert  Valentine 

who  died  in  1981,  and  former 
secretary,  bookkeeper,  admin¬ 
istrative  assistance  and  book 
store  manager. 

Juanita  West,  English 
speech  instructor  from 
973,  1985-1990,  and  an 
adjunct  instructor  at  the  time 
of  the  closing. 

♦  J.  B.  Castilow,  Baptist 
Student  Union  Director  for  34 
years,  retiring  in  Dec.  of  1990. 

♦  Eddie  Ruddick,  Bible 
teacher  from  1981  until  the 
closing. 

♦  James  Griffith,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Clarke  College 
Alumni  Association  and  for¬ 
mer  student. 

♦  Bryan  Burt,  baseball  coach 
and  director  of  student  services 
at  the  time  of  the  closing. 

"Clarke  College  was  our 
life,"  Thornton  continued.  "It  was  home. 
All  of  us  who  knew  (the  closing)  was  some¬ 
thing  that  had  to  be  done,  set  our  minds  to 
make  it  as  good  an  experience  as  it  could 
be.  But  it  was  like  a  death." 

The  closing  of  Clarke  did  not  come  as  a 
complete  surprise.  Many  of  the  faculty  and 
staff  had  worked  diligently  to  solve  the 
school's  problems. 

Thornton,  as  alumni  director,  had  a  plan 
for  the  financial  support  of  Clarke  called 
2,000  For  20  in  92.  "The  goal  was  to  get  2000 
former  students  and  friends  to  commit  to 
giving  $20  a  month  in  1992,"  she  said. 

However,  many  Clarke  alumni  were 
pastors  and  missionaries  who  did  not  have 
the  financial  resources  to  support  the 
school  on  an  ongoing  basis.  "Clarke  stu¬ 
dents  were  the  ones  who  went  to  the  poor¬ 
est  places  to  minister,"  Eddie  Ruddick 
pointed  out.  Ruddick  was  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Religion  and  president  of 
the  faculty  at  the  time  of  the  closing. 

"We  found  a  few  alumni  who  went  on  to 
MC,  (Baptist-affiliated)  William  Carey 
College,  or  Blue  Mountain  College  to  sup- 


REMEMBERING  THE  GOOD  DAYS  —  Former  Clarke  faculty,  staff,  and  alumni  who  gath¬ 
ered  Oct.  16  to  share  memories  include:  (from  left)  Bryan  Burt,  James  Griffith,  J.B.  Castilow, 
Kelton  Valentine,  Juanita  Williams,  Juanita  West,  and  Eddie  Ruddick.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


port  us,"  he  said,  "but  so  many  of  our  alum¬ 
ni  who  went  on  to  other  schools,  like 
Mississippi  State,  gave  their  support  to 
those  institutions." 

"I  came  here  knowing  the  school  was  in 
trouble,  but  I  felt  a  call  to  come  here," 
Ruddick  added. 

"That  is  a  good  word,"  chimed  in 
Thornton.  "We  all  felt  called.  It  was  like 
surviving  on  the  mission  field.  What  held 
us  all  together  was  that  we  all  felt  a  definite 
call  (to  Clarke  College)." 

Kelton  Valentine  agreed.  "We  were  on 
our  way  to  Ridgecrest  and  we  visited 
Clarke  College  and  (President  Lowery) 
Compere.  I  thought  to  myself,  'I  can't  move 
to  Newton!'  But  every  door  was  open.  No 
doubt,  God  wanted  us  here." 

The  closing  of  Clarke  was  like  a  double 
tragedy  to  Valentine.  "My  husband  had 
invested  his  life  (at  Clarke)  and  I  had,  too," 
she  said. 

"If  I  had  to  be  a  widow,  it  turns  out  this 
was  the  best  place.  Why?  Because  Clarke  is 
like  a  family/'  Valentine  said. 

Juanita  West  pointed  out  that  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  closing  varied  from  person 
to  person.  "Some  people  retired;  some 
found  other  jobs.  Some  had  to  leave 
Newton,  while  others  found  jobs  out  of 
town  and  had  to  commute." 

West  made  mention  of  several  former  fac¬ 
ulty  and  staff:  Clark  Adams,  music,  now  selt- 
emploved;  Nell  Adams,  music,  now  teaching 
at  MC;  Linda  Alexander,  history,  now  in 
administration  at  Holmes  Community 
College;  John  Dent,  Greek  and  Bible,  now' 
with  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board;  Sue 
Ford,  computer  science,  now  a  computer  con¬ 
sultant  for  a  Quitman  firm: 

Charles  Melton,  religious  education, 
retired;  Lynn  Saveli,  English,  now  teaching 
at  Newton  County  Alternative  School; 
Sally  Hurt,  business  manger,  unemployed; 
Wayne  Miley,  admissions  and  recruiting, 
now  a  pastor  and  working  for  the  state 
employment  sendee;  James  C.  Read,  Dean 
of  the  College,  now  teaching  history  at 
Jones  Junior  College;  Evelyn  Williams, 
financial  aid  director,  now  food  sendees 
director  of  Newton  County  Schools. 

Frank  Harmon,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Newton  since  1983,  was  pastor  to  much  of 
the  faculty  and  staff  while  at  the  same  time 
served  on  the  Mississippi  Baptist 


Education  Commission  during  closure  dis¬ 
cussions.  "I  was  very  much  caught  in  the 
middle,"  he  said. 

"We  had  to  deal  with  a  great  deal  of  dis¬ 
appointment,  animosity  ana  misunderstand¬ 
ing,"  he  said.  "Job  security  was  gone.  Many 
were  asking,  'Where  do  I  go  from  here?'" 

Harmon  observed  that  most  of  the  facul¬ 
ty  and  staff  found  jobs.  "Many  of  them 
found  situations  that  were  better,  certainly 
with  more  security."  However,  it  was  those 
closest  to  retirement  age  that  had  the  most 
difficult  time,  he  observ  ed. 

"I  was  an  immovable  object,"  Ruddick 
said.  "In  1992  my  wife  became  immobile 
because  of  diabetes  at  age  62. 

"Mississippi  does  not  have  a  diabetic 
hospital,  so  I  have  to  transport  her  to  one 
out  of  state.  This  made  it  impossible  for  me 
to  go  back  to  a  larger  pastorate.  Meehan 
Church,  where  I  have  been  a  bivocational 
astor,  has  been  very  good  to  me.  They 
ave  80  members,  give  or  take  a  few." 
Ruddick  has  been  unable  to  secure  other 
employment.  He  and  his  wife  live  in  a  former 
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staff  house  owned  by  First  Church,  Newton. 

"My  wife  and  I  'were  both  employed  at 
Clarke,"  said  Bryan  Burt,  former  baseball 
coach  and  Director  of  Student  Services.  "Plus, 
we  lived  in  campus  housing.  We  had  to  find 
jobs  and  a  place  to  live.  I  was  able  to  find  a  job 
in  about  a  month,  but  it  took  my  wife  longer." 

Burt  is  now  headmaster  at  Newton 
Academy. 

"(The  closing)  was  more  than  losing  a  job," 
Burt  added.  "It  was  like  losing  a  friend,  a  fel¬ 
lowship,  a  support  system,  your  identity." 

Thornton  swept  her  arm  to  point  toward 
the  different  rooms  of  the  alumni  house, 
rooms  filled  with  memorabilia.  "All  the 
things  in  these  rooms,  this  is  all  we  have  left 
—  except  for  what  is  here,"  she  said,  point¬ 
ing  to  her  head  and  indicating  the  memories 
everyone  carries  from  their  years  at  Clarke. 

"We  have  a  marvelous  legacy,"  she  added. 
Others  in  the  room  voiced  agreement. 

It  is  evident  by  the  warm  smiles  and 
kind  words  that  a  very  special  bond 
remains,  the  blessing  of  having  been 
touched  by  Clarke  College. 

Next  toeek:  Clarke  staff  and  faculty  bid 
farewell  to  their  beloved  school  and  offer  words 
of  advice  to  Mississippi  Baptists. 
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poker  addiction  consumed  her  couple  of  months.  I  don't  know 
personal  finances,  drove  her  to  where  she  is;  I'm  afraid  she  has 
steal  $30,000  from  her  children,  'slipped,'"  her  counselor  said 
and  ultimately  led  to  a  life  of  last  week,  referring  to  his  fear 
prostitution  when  all  the  that  Gaylon  has  returned  to  her 
money  ran  out.  previous  life  of  addiction  and 

She  even  considered  selling  degradation, 
her  young  daughter  for  sex  in  The  counselor  had  arranged 
order  to  reed  the  obsession.  To  for  Gaylon  to  live  away  from 
Gaylon,  suicide  seemed  to  be  the  allure  of  the  casinos  in  a 
the  only  solution.  structured  recovery  environ- 

She  sought  help,  and  thanks  ment,  and  insisted  that  she 
to  the  intervention  of  a  godly  maintain  a  regular  counseling 
woman  in  her  church  and  a  schedule. 

Christian  counselor  specializ-  "She  began  to  cancel  out  on 
ing  in  gambling  addictions,  the  counseling  appointments. 
Gaylon  began  to  see  light  at  the  She  went  from  that  to  just  being 
end  of  her  dark  tunnel.  a  no-show.  Then  she  left  the 

She  was  taking  one  day  at  a  structured  environment  where 
time  and  was  optimistic  about  she  was  doing  so  well,  and  1 
winning  the  struggle  to  get  her  haven't  heard  from  her  since," 
life  under  controk  the  counselor  said. 

"Every  morning  1  wake  up  Such  behavior  is  not  unusual 
and  promise  myself  I  won't  go  for  a  person  who  has  fallen 
to  a  casino,"  she  said.  back  into  addiction,  the  coun- 

That  was  then.  A  lot  of  selor  pointed  out. 
things  can  change  in  a  year.  "I  don't  know  where  she  is 

"I  haven't  seen  Gaylon  in  a  or  what  shape  she's  in,  but  you 


Gambling  in 
Mississippi 
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same  skills,"  he  said.  For  exam-  In  their  young  adult  Sunday 
pie,  one  may  not  want  all  School  department,  there  were 
accountants  on  a  financial  seven  classes,  using  four  differ- 
team;  rather,  have  people  with  ent  curriculum, 
other  skills  to  compliment,  the  "We  wanted  to  know,  what 
accountant's  skill.  does  it  take  to  have  life  chang- 

"Teams  are  an  effective  way  ing  Bible  study  for  young 
to  help  people  identify  their  adults  every  Sunday  morn- 
spiritual  gifts  and  empower  ing?"  Pratt  said, 
them,"  Pratt  said.  In  order  for  Bible  study  to  be 

Pratt  gave  eight  reasons  why  life  changing,  the  teachers  had 
a  church  should  utilize  a  team  to  discover  the  life  changing 
approach  to  leadership.  truths  in  the  scripture.  Thev 

♦  People  are  energized  by  decided  to  create  a  Bible  teach- 

significant  challenges.  ing  team,  consisting  of  the  7 

♦  Teams  bring  people  teachers.  For  this  to  work,  thev 

together  with  different  skills,  all  had  to  be  using  the  same 
talents,  gifts  and  experiences  scripture,  so  they  chose  the  Life 
with  a  common  goal.  ana  Work  curriculum. 

♦  Teams  can  be  more  flexi-  "The  seven  teachers  focused 

ble  and  can  react  quicker  to  the  on  the  scripture  and  chose  from 
need  for  change.  the  text  the  verses  that  would 

♦  Teams  cut  through  the  be  most  likely  to  change  lives, 

bureaucracy,  instead  of  No  quarterlies  or  teacher's 
increasing  it.  books  were  used  at  the  team 

♦  Teams  develop  commu-  meeting;  just  the  Bible.  We  dia- 

nication  skills  that  help  people  logued  about  the  text,"  he  said, 
resolve  problems.  What  resulted  was  a  creative 

♦  Teams  create  more  of  a  sharing  of  ideas  from  the  Bible, 
sense  of  family  and  bonding.  "Now  the  teachers  were  ready 

♦  Teams  usually  have  more  to  go  home,  get  their  teacher's 

fun  and  fellowship.  book  and  prepare  a  lesson  for 

♦  Teams  are  Biblical.  Sunday." 

Pratt  pointed  to  the  ministry  This  Bible  Teaching  Team  is  a 
of  Jesus  as  the  model  for  team  functional  team.  It  continues  to 
ministry.  Jesus  built  a  team  of  12.  work  on  an  ongoing  basis.  Project 
As  they  followed  Jesus,  they  saw  teams  are  different.  They  are  put 
things  they  never  dreamed  they  together  to  plan  one  event,  like  a 
would  see.  Jesus  modeled  team  special  fellowship  celebration  or 
leadership  to  them  when  he  seminar.  Once  the  project  is  corn- 
washed  nis  disciple's  feet.  He  pleted,  the  team  is  finished, 
taught  them  how  to  be  a  servant.  Instead  of  a  committee, 

'’Team  builders  never  lose  where  all  the  responsibility  rest 
when  they  wash  feet,"  Pratt  said,  on  the  chairman,  the  team 

Pratt  pointed  to  two  differ-  shares  the  responsibility, 
ent  types  of  teams:  functional  The  Baptist  Sunday  School 
and  project.  Board  offers  several  resources 

One  distinction  between  the  in  team  ministry,  such  as  "The 
two  is  longevity.  A  functional  Team  Builder"  by  Frank  Lewis 
team  is  long-term  or  ongoing,  and  "The  Ministry  Gifts 
while  a  project  team  is  short  term.  Inventory,"  a  booklet  and  soft- 

Pratt  pointed  to  his  own  ware  program  for  determining 
church,  First  Church,  Franklin,  and  recording  people's  spiritu- 
Tenn.,  for  an  example  of  a  func-  al  gifts.  Contact  you  Baptist 
tional  team.  Book  Store  for  more  details. 


Monetary  miracle 
or  moral  mistake? 


h  V  •**• Ron  Mumbower,  Ph  D 
Minister  of  Counseling 
mJHi  fink  Church ,  fackson 

My  adult  sister's  entire  world  l  recently  found  out  my  older 
revolves  around  her  pet  animals,  brother  (we're  both  teenagers)  is 
She  has  little  contact  these  days  doing  harmful  things  that  could 
with  friends  and  family.  What  kill  him.  I  don’t  know  whether  or 
should  I  say  to  her?  not  to  tell  my  parents. 

First,  do  not  make  an  issue  of  When  you  find  your  brother 
the  animals.  Next,  get  her  to  doing  these  things,  let  him 
spend  time  with  you,  even  if  the  know  that  you  love  him  so 
dog  has  to  come  along.  As  she  much  that  you  must  tell  your 
broadens  her  activities,  you  can  parents  before  a  tragedy  occurs, 
suggest  that  she  leave  the  ani-  He  won't  like  heanng  that  and 
mats  at  home.  You  must  under-  will  probably  bargain  with  you, 
stand  that  the  animals  may  be  saying,  "I'll  never  do  it  again." 
the  only  objects  with  which  your  Don't  believe  him.  He  is  crying 
sister  feels  completely  safe  —  a  out  for  help.  Are  you  willing  to 
security  blanket.  Has  your  sister  risk  his  anger  to  save  his  fife? 
been  hurt  by  another  person?  Your  brother  needs  someone  to 
She  may  have  chosen  to  with-  whom  he  can  talk.  If  your  par- 
draw  to  her  animals  rather  than  •  ents  have  difficulty  talking  with 
continue  to  reach  out  to  people,  him,  be  prepared  to  suggest 
Talk  with  her  about  your  person-  someone  to  whom  your  brother 
al  relationship  with  Christ,  and  will  listen  —  Christian  coun- 
encourage  her  to  attend  church,  selor,  pastor,  church  youth 
That  would  be  another  way  to  leader,  Sunday  School  teacher, 
draw  her  from  her  dependency  coach,  relative,  etc.  Parents  can¬ 
on  the  animals  and  move  her  not  always  be  objective  in  these 
into  other  relationships.  She  will  situations,  which  increases  the 
learn  more  from  your  tenderness  importance  of  surrounding 
and  patience  than  from  force  or  children  with  proper  role  moo- 
frustration.  els  and  influential  adults. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record.  PO.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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Ministers  utilize  new  phone  technologies 


Even  with  the  advantages  of  tion  ethic,  there  is  no  need  for 
Caller  I.D.,  there  is  still  a  down-  Call  Waiting." 
side,  according  to  David  L.  L.  Earl  lew,  director  of  mis- 
Davis,  pastor  of  Lakeview  sions  for  Birmingham  (Ala.) 
Church,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Association,  acknowledged  Call 
"When  people  know  you  Waiting  has  some  advantages 
have  Caller  ID.,  at  least  two  but  still  weighs  in  against  it. 
things  '  happen,"  Davis  "I  tried  Call  Waiting  for  a 

observed.  "First,  they  expect  while,  but  if  I'm  interrupted  on 
you  to  check  the  unit  and  an  important  call,  it  may  cause 
return  their  calls,  which  I  don't  me  to  lose  my  focus  and  concen- 
always  do.  Second,  when  tration,"  Tew  observed.  "I  do 
you're  not  home  and  they  call,  not  believe  it's  in  good  taste  for 
some  may  be  inclined  to  think  me  to  call  you  and  allow  some- 
you' re  not  answering  their  call  one  to  interrupt  us  because  I 
because  you  have  seen  their  might  have  Call  Waiting." 
name  on  Caller  l.D."  Tew  acknowledged  the 

But  Davis  still  favors  having  phone  feature  has  benefits,  for 
Caller  l.D.  in  his  home.  example,  for  people  with  seri- 

"I  am  for  it,  and  I  will  still  ously  ill  relatives  or  friends  or 
pay  for  it,  because  I  have  four  who  are  otherwise  expecting  an 
girls  —  and  I  won't  answ'er  the  emergency  call, 
phone  for  them  anymore.  Also,  Kelly  Coffield,  pastor  of 

Caller  l.D.  is  a  good  way  to  Englewood  Baptist  Church, 
avoid  calls  from  phone  sales  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  said  he  jetti- 
people."  soned  Call  Waiting  in  favor  of 

A  more  controversial  phone  voice  mail, 
feature  is  Call  Waiting,  which  "I  had  Call  Waiting  for  a 
produces  a  beep  in  the  midst  of  while  and  found  it  somewhat 
an  ongoing  call,  alerting  a  annoying,"  Coffield  recounted, 
phone  customer  to  another  "When  talking  to  someone,  I  felt 
incoming  call.  like  I  needed  not  to  be  interrupt- 

"Call  Waiting  is  an  absolute-  ed,  so  I  switched  to  voice  mail." 
ly  despicable  feature,"  declared  Voice  mail,  known  as 

Tom  Fillinger,  senior  pastor  of  Memory  Call  or  Call  Notes  in 
Dutch  Fork  Grace  Community  various  parts  of  the  country,  is  a 
Church,  a  Southern  Baptist  con-  recording  that  answers  incom- 
gregation  in  Irmo,  S.C.  ing  calls  when  a  phone  line  is 

'Tf  you  are  going  to  speak  busy  or  goes  unanswered, 
with  me,  do  it.  If  everyone  Unlike  an  answering 

practices  a  good  communica-  machine,  which  is  physically 


By  Keith  Hinson 

Special  to  Baptist  Press 


Ministers  praise  cellular  telephones 


Church,  Greer,  S.C.  "It  has  been 
useful  that  this  number  is  a 
long-distance  charge,  so  it  is 
only  used  when  I  really  am 
their  needed." 

Murray  Tom  Fillinger,  pastor  of 
>astor  of  Southside  Dutch  Fork  Grace  Community 
untsville,  Ala.  Church  in  Irmo,  S.C.,  said  he 

"You'd  be  surprised  how  does  not  answer  incoming  calls 
much  time  a  minister  spends  in  on  his  cellular  phone  but  sim- 
his  car,"  Wilton  observed.  ply  uses  it  to  check  messages 

"I  do  a  lot  of  my  calling  with  his  secretary,  wife  and 
when  I  travel,  just  keeping  in  voice  mail. 

"It  is  a  functional  tool  I  use 
daily  that  saves  me  much  time 
and  makes  my  travel  very  effi- 
of  the  dent,"  Fillinger  said. 

That  increases  efficiency  and 
enhances  communication  with 


their  window  or  stood  on  their 
porch  watching  my  headlights 
come  down  the  street." 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Many  pastors  spend  signifi- 
Ministers  who  have  cellular  cant  time  traveling  in  the:: 
phones  often  describe  them  as  a  automobiles,  notei 
tool  that  increases  efficiency  Wilton, 
and  enhances  communication  Church, 
with  church  members. 

Bill  Reed,  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  at  Shades  Mountain 
,  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala., 

Cthe  cellular  ,  „ 

"a  time-saver."  touch  with  folks  with  a  quick 
'If  you're  on  the  call." 

way  to  the  hos-  Some  ministers  indicated 
pital  and  you  they  are  protective 
get  halfway  amount  of  time  they  spend  on 
there,  the  the  cellular  phone,  which  usu- 
secretary  may  ally  accrues  per-minute  charges  church  members, 
call  and  tell  for  incoming  and  outgoing  calls  Bill  Reed,  minister  of  educa- 
you  of  some-  —  both  local  and  long  distance,  tion  at  Shades  Mountain 
one  else  who  "Only  a  few  people  have  my  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
has  been  admit-  cellular  number,"  said  Larry  describes  the  cellular  phone  as 
ted  to  the  hosDital."  Reed  said.  Carter,  pastor  of  Northwooa  "a  time-saver." 


By  Keith  Hinson 

Special  to  Baptist  Press 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Round-the-clock  prayer  and  Internet 
computer  technology  joined  forces  at  New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  Oct.  9  when  a  24-hour  intercessory  prayer  center  offi¬ 
cially  opened  on  the  campus. 

With  the  electronic  adaress  nobtspray@juno.com,  a  prayergram 
for  "Southern  Baptist  missionaries  world-wide"  went  out  via  the 
Internet  when  NOBTS  President  Chuck  Kelley  and  T.W.  Hunt,  one 
of  Southern  Baptists'  foremost  teachers  on  prayer,  pushed  a  com¬ 
puter  button  together  with  Renate  Viveen  and  Kim  Leech,  two 


rer  Center,  is 
!unds  for  the 
nklin,  La. 
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SWBTS  instructor  to  leave  over  journal  flap 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (ABP) 
—  Southwestern  Seminary 
apparently  has  avoided  a  facul¬ 
ty  trial  by  coming  to  terms  with 
a  professor  removed  from  his 
classroom  for  criticizing  semi¬ 
nary  administrators. 

Jeff  Pool,  45,  an  assistant 
professor  of  systematic  theolo¬ 
gy,  will  not  return  to  the  class¬ 
room  but  will  receive  salary 
and  benefits  through  the  cur¬ 
rent  academic  year. 

Administrators  at  the  semi¬ 
nary  in  Fort  Worth  pulled  Pool 


from  his  teaching  duties  just 
before  the  seminary's  fall  term 
started  in  late  August.  That 
move  closely  followed  Pool's 
public  charges  of  "academic  cen¬ 
sorship"  against  the  seminary. 

"I  really  was  removed  from 
teaching  not  because  of  my 
teaching,  but  because  I  voiced 
dissent  about  actions  of  the 
administrators  of  this  institu¬ 
tion,"  Pool  said. 

On  the  advice  of  the  semi¬ 
nary's  attorney,  the  dean  of  the 
seminary's  School  of  Theology, 


Tommy  Lea,  limited  his  response 
to  a  prepared  statement. 

"The  seminary  guidelines 
require  that  personnel  matters 
be  nandled  confidentially,"  Lea 
said.  "The  administration  has 
acted  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
seminary  and  Dr.  Pool  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  seminary's  poli¬ 
cies  and  procedures. 

"Dr.  Pool  has  shown  himself 
to  be  a  capable  scholar  in  his  dis¬ 
cipline  of  systematic  theology. 
He  has  demonstrated  commend¬ 
able  interest  in  his  students." 


"However,  the  parties  have 
agreed  that  Dr.  Pool  should 
exercise  his  teaching  ministry  in 
another  institutional  setting," 
Lea  said.  "The  seminary  has 
attempted  to  provide  Dr.  Pool 
and  his  family  financial  security 
to  allow  him  to  find  another 
position  without  interruption  of 
income  or  loss  of  benefits 
important  to  his  family." 

The  controversy  began  last 
year,  when  Pool  edited  an  issue 
of  the  seminary's  Southwestern 
Journal  of  Theology. 

The  disputed  issue  of  the 
journal  examined  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  "Baptist 
Faith  and  Message"  doctrinal 
statement. 

Seminary  administrators 
objected  to  Pool's  use  of 
authors  identified  as  SBC 
"moderates,"  fearing  it  would 
alienate  trustees  and  other  con¬ 
servative  convention  leaders. 
The  seminary  suspended  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  journal. 

Pool  offered  the  articles  to 
Smyth  &  Helwys  Publishing  of 
Macon,  Ga.,  which  published 
them  in  a  book  called  "Sacred 
Mandates  of  Conscience: 
Interpretations  of  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message." 

In  a  preface  to  the  book  and 
in  subsequent  interviews.  Pool 
<  tiled  Southwestern's  refusal 
to  publish  the  journal  "acade¬ 
mic  censorship." 

Seminary  officials  have 

denied  the  censorship  charge 

on  two  counts. 

First,  they  noted  they 

waived  the  rights  to  the  reject¬ 
ed  articles,  freeing  their 

authors  to  publish  them. 

Second,  they  said  the  deci¬ 
sion  not  to  publish  the  journal 
was  made  by  an  editorial  board 
comprised  of  faculty. 

Pool  acknowledged  not  all 
Southwestern  faculty  agree  with 
him,  but  he  contended  the  jour¬ 
nal's  editorial  board  was  coerced 
by  pressure  from  Southwestern 
President  Ken  Hemphill  and 
academic  administrators. 

His  ouster  from  the  class¬ 
room  sends  a  signal  to  faculty 
that  "self-criticism"  within  the 
institution  will  not  be  tolerated. 
Pool  said. 

"Southwestern  is  going  to 
have  trouble  putting  anyone 
here  that  will  be  anything  other 
than  'yes  men,"'  he  predicted. 
"They  won't  be  able  to  exercise 
a  self-critical  principle  of  the 
institution." 

Rather  than  negative  and 
damaging,  self-criticism  —  the 
ability  to  analyze  and  discuss 
strengths  and  weaknesses  —  is 
positive  and  helpful  for  an 
institution  such  as  a  seminary. 
Pool  insisted. 

"An  individual  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  disloyal  because  he  criti¬ 
cizes  an  institution  or  a  denom¬ 
ination,"  he  said.  "But  those 
thoughts  and  comments  may 

f;row  out  of  his  very  loyalty.  ... 
t  is  vital  that  Baptists  do  not 
lose  the  principle  of  internal 
criticism,  if  there  is  no  self-crit¬ 
icism,  how  do  we  call  ourselves 
to  account  for  our  actions?" 


©Mississippi 

College 

As  the  second  oldest  Baptist  school  in  the  U.S.,  we  are  proud  of  our 
heritage  and  are  committed  to  continuing  our  mission  of  molding  the 
future  leaders  of  our  churches,  state  and  nation. 

To  show  our  gratitude  for  the  support  of  Mississippi  Baptists,  we  look 
for  opportunities  to  serve  our  faith: 

•  The  Institute  for  Christian  Leadership  at  Mississippi  College  provides 
academic  and  practical  training  for  pastors,  evangelists,  lay  leaders  & 
church  staff  persons. 

•  The  Baptist  Student  Union  offers  Priority  and  Generations  (musical 
groups),  Adopted  (praise  and  worship  team),  Crossection  (drama  group) 
and  Action  Ministry  teams  to  be  a  part  of  worship  services. 

•  Faculty,  staff  and  students  serve  as  missionaries,  providing  medical, 

language  and  religious  services  to  those  in  need. 

•  Our  WHJT-FM  is  ranked  in  the  top  20  nationally  among  Christian 
radio  stations. 

We  are  proud  of  the  part  we  have  played  in  shaping  Baptist  history. 
Our  distinguished  alumni  include  six  Southern  Baptist  Convention  presi¬ 
dents,  the  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Board  and  the  President  of  the  International 
Mission  Board. 

Mississippi  College  and  Mississippi  Baptists...Moving  forward  into  the 

21st  Century  together. 

Thank  You  for  continuing  to  support  us! 


MBC  update 

Mississippi  College 

Christian  Service  Alumni  com¬ 
plimentary  breakfast.  7:30 
a.m.,  Tuesday,  Oct.  28.  First 
Church,  jackson  -  Fellowship 
Hall  East.  MC  President  Howell 
W.  Todd,  speaker. 
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Clinton  again  vetoes  partial  birth  ban  bill 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
President  Bill  Clinton  vetoed  a 
measure  Oct.  10  that  would 
have  banned  a  controversial 
late-term  abortion  procedure. 

The  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  approved  the 
"Partial-Birth  Abortion  Act," 
which  had  been  slightly  altered 
by  the  Senate  in  May,  Oct.  8. 

The  measure  would  have 
imposed  fines  and  up  to  two 


years  in  prison  for  doctors  per¬ 
forming  the  procedure,  wnich 
involves  partially  extracting  an 
unborn  fetus  through  the  birth 
canal  before  ending  its  life. 

The  ban  approved  by 
Congress  contained  an  excep¬ 
tion  in  cases  where  the  proce¬ 
dure  is  used  to  save  the  life  of 
the  mother.  Under  the  bill,  a 
doctor  on  trial  for  performing 
the  procedure  in  such  a  case 


could  seek  a  hearing  before  the 
state  medical  board  on  whether 
the  conduct  was  necessary  to 
save  the  life  of  the  mother. 

Clinton,  who  supports  a 
woman's  right  to  choose  an 
abortion,  had  insisted  on 
another  exemption  for  cases 
when  continuing  a  pregnancy 
poses  "serious  harirr  to  a 
woman's  health. 

"Unfortunately,  [the  bill] 


Supreme  Court  lets  decisions  stand 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
refused  Oct.  6  to  review  three 
court  rulings  restricting  the 
activities  of  abortion  protesters. 

The  high  court  also  refused 
to  disturb  a  lower-court  deci¬ 
sion  forbidding  a  Missouri 
county  from  receiving  family 
planning  funds  because  of  its 
parental-consent  policy. 


Retired  BSU  directors 


\ 


BSU  DIRECTOR'S  REUNION  —  Retired  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  direc¬ 
tors  from  across  Mississippi  gathered  recently  at  Mississippi  College  for  the  BSU 
75th  anniversary  luncheon.  Those  in  attendance  included  (from  left)  Ray  and 
Opal  Smith,  Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College,  48  years;  J.B.  and  Virginia 
Castilo,  Clarke  College,  34  years;  Joe  and  Rose  Cobb,  Northeast  Mississippi 
Community  College,  28  years;  Ralph  Winders,  retired  MBCB  Student  Work 
Director  and  his  wife  Virginia;  Etta  Lee  Farmer,  widow  of  Louie  Farmer, 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi;  Jerry  Merriman,  MBCB  Student  Work 
Director,  and  his  wife  Rhonda.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 

Barbara  Bell,  a  regular  abor-  ersfromac 
tion  protester  outside  a  of  the  ph 
Brookline,  Mass.,  clinic,  argued  saying  th< 
that  her  First  Amendment  strike  a  r 
rights  were  violated  by  court  between  p 
orders  prohibiting  her  from  cer-  maximizin 
tain  activities.  public  exp 

The  order  barred  her  from  Thecoi 
/  her  practices  of  wearing  an  injunctior 

apron  similar  to  that  worn  by  approachi 
clinic  staffers,  shouting  loudly  staffers,  a 
outside  the  clinic  and  entering  a  person  itu 
50-foot  buffer  zone  where  it  was  she  does 
claimed  that  she  blocked  the  approachi 
wav  of  clinic  patients  and  staff.  vision  lim 
The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  sented  to  ! 
of  Massachusetts  ruled  that  the  dens  spee 
f  irst  Amendment  does  not  but  unvvel 
shelter  Bell's  "persistent  viola-  theCalifo 
tion  of  an  existing  court  order."  In  a  thi 
The  ruling,  which  the  Courtdec 
Supreme  Court  refused  to  dispute  o 
review,  stated  that  the  purpose  inaugural 
of  the  court  injunction  "is  not  to  church, 
suppress  Bell's  anti-abortion  Abortit 


message,  but  rather  to  prevent 
her  from  engaging  in  objection¬ 
able  activity." 

In  another  case  rejected  by 
the  high  court,  a  sidewalk  coun¬ 
selor  who  had  counseled 
against  abortion  for  years  in  a 
lawful  manner  through  a 
church  ministry  was  told  that 
an  injunction  imposed  on 
Operation  Rescue  of  California 

_ also  applies  to  him. 

The  injunction  bars 
the  anti-abortion 
group  from 

"  ^  protesting,  picket¬ 
ing,  counseling,  or 
distributing  litera¬ 
ture  within  15  feet 
of  a  San  Mateo 
County  abortion 
clinic. 

The  California 
Court  of  Appeals 
for  the  1st  District 
said  that  Robert 
Lynn  Cochran's 
involvement  with 
the  anti-abortion 
organizat ions 
activities  for  sever¬ 
al  weeks  was 
enough  to  justify 
:  associating  him 
With  the  group  and 
^  bind  him  to  the 

?SU)  direc-  same  injunction 
or  the  BSU  leveled  against  the 
ft)  Ray  and  group, 
rid  Virginia  While  uphold- 
Mississippi  ing  the  15-foot 
dent  Work  buffer  zone  restric- 
lie  Farmer,  tion,  the  California 
lent  Work  court  overturned 
an  injunction 
- excluding  protest¬ 
ers  from  activities  within  250  feet 
of  the  physician's  apartment, 
saying  mat  it  was  possible  to 
strike  a  more  precise  balance 
between  preserv  ing  privacy  and 
maximizing  the  opportunity  for 
public  expression. 

The  court  also  overturned  an 
injunction  that  forbade 
approaching  patients,  clinic 
staffers,  and  others  once  that 
person  makes  it  clear  that  he  or 
she  does  not  wish  to  be 
approached.  "Because  the  pro¬ 
vision  limits  speech  to  that  con¬ 
sented  to  by  the  listener,  it  bur¬ 
dens  speech  which  is  peaceable 
but  unwelcome  to  the  listener," 
the  California  court  said. 

In  a  third  case,  the  Supreme 
Court  declined  to  intervene  in  a 
dispute  over  actions  at  a  1990 
inaugural  event  at  a  Catholic 
church. 

Abortion  opponents  inside 


the  Cathedral  of  the  Blessed 
Sacrament  in  Sacramento, 
Calif.,  were  arrested  for  dis¬ 
rupting  the  ecumenical  prayer 
service  for  praving  out  loud 
for  the  unborn.  They  lost  their 
bid  to  bring  suit  against  offi¬ 
cers  at  the  inaugural  event  for 
then  newly  elected  Gov.  Pete 
Wilson.  They  also  failed  to 
show  impartiality  by  the  fed¬ 
eral  district  judge  whose  nom¬ 
ination  had  been  recommend¬ 
ed  by  Wilson  when  he  was  a 
member  of  the  U.S.  Senate. 

In  a  separate  case,  the  high 
court  sidestepped  a  decision  that 
allowed  a  nonprofit  group  that 
distributes  federal  family  plan¬ 
ning  funds  to  deny  the  funds  to 
the  County  of  St.  Charles,  Mo., 
because  of  the  county's  parental 
notification  policy. 

The  county's  policy  requires 
parental  consent  for  adoles¬ 
cents  to  receive  prescriptive 
medications  or  intrusive  med¬ 
ical  procedures,  including  some 
forms  of  contraceptives. 

The  county  filed  a  motion  in 
state  court  seeking  the  funds 
under  Missouri  law.  But  the 
Missouri  Family  Health 
Council  moved  the  case  to  fed¬ 
eral  court  and  asked  that  the 
case  be  dismissed. 

In  a  decision  upheld  by  the 
8th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  a  district  court  ruled 
that  the  case  fell  under  federal 
jurisdiction  and  dismissed  the 
lawsuit. 


does  not  contain  an  exception 
to  the  measure's  ban  that  will 
adequately  protect  the  lives 
and  health  of  the  small  group  of 
women  in  tragic  circumstances 
who  need  an  abortion  per¬ 
formed  at  a  late  stage  of  preg¬ 
nancy  to  avert  death  or  serious 
injury,"  Clinton  said  in  his  veto 
message  to  legislators. 

Clinton  asked  lawmakers  to 
work  in  a  bipartisan  manner  on 
new  legislation.  He  reminded 
them  that,  as  governor  of 
Arkansas,  he  signed  a  bill  bar¬ 
ring  third-trimester  abortions 
with  an  appropriate  exception 
for  life  or  health  of  the  mother. 

Clinton's  veto  is  expected  to 
stand.  The  House  passed  the 
ban  with  a  veto-proof  margin 
of  296-132.  But  the  Senate 
failed  to  get  the  two-thirds  vote 
necessary  to  override  a  presi¬ 
dential  veto  when  it  approved 
the  modified  version  of  the  bill, 
64-36. 

Rep.  Charles  Canady,  R-Fla., 
author  of  the  bill,  released  a 
statement  disputing  Clinton's 
call  for  a  health  exemption. 
"Partial-birth  abortion  is  never 
necessary,"  Canady  said. 

"President  Clinton  knows 
that  thousands  of  partial-birth 
abortions  are  performed  primar¬ 
ily  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  months 
of  pregnancy  on  the  healthy 
babies  of  healthy  mothers.  But 
the  president  is  unmoved  by  the 
facts,"  Canady  said. 

A  spokeswoman  for  Canady 
said  the  House  will  wait  until 
1998  to  attempt  an  override  of 
the  veto.  She  said  that  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  needing  time  to  shore 
up  votes  in  the  Senate,  law¬ 
makers  have  little  time  to 
attempt  an  override  this  year 
due  to  the  GOP  leadership's 
goal  of  ending  the  first  session 
of  the  105th  Congress  by  the 
end  of  October. 

Clinton  vetoed  an  almost 
identical  bill  last  year.  While 
the  House  voted  to  override 
the  1996  veto,  the  Senate  sus¬ 
tained  it. 


Trinity  Baptist  Church  Celebrates 
the  7th  Anniversary  of 
Our  Pastor:  Dr.  Jim  Butler 

Seven  years  ago  Dr.  Jim  Butler  was  called  as  Pastor  of  three 
Memphis  area  churches.  Within  the  first  few  months  of  his  ministry  he 
was  asked  to  merge  the  three  congregations  into  one  church,  sell  two 
church  buildings,  purchase  land  in  Southaven,  design  an  entirely  new 
church  plant,  conduct  a  fundraising  campaign,  and  begin  construction 
so  this  new  church  could  relocate  from  Memphis  to  Southaven. 

What  began  as  a  small  congregation  of  200  people  has  now  grown 
into  the  second  largest  church  in  our  Mississippi  Convention,  averaging 
over  1 ,450  in  Sunday  School.  In  our  seven  years 
of  existence  we  have  seen  1 ,268  people  make 
public  professions  of  faith  and  had  another  1,914 
join  our  church  by  transfer  of  letter.  God  has  used 
our  pastor's  loving  spirit  and  leadership  ability  to 
make  all  this  possible. 


Bro.  Jim  We  Love  You! 
from 

Your  Trinity  Family 


Dr.  Jim  Butler.  Pastor 
Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Southaven,  Mississippi 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  v; 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


haplaincy 
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Mississippi  International 
Student  Conference 


tndocus  on  tfve 


October  31  -  November  U997 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton.  Miss. 

This  will  be  a  great  time  of  sharing  ideas ,  ( allures  and  informal 
discussion  with  other  students  from  all  around  the  world! 


Come  Share 

Experiences  of 

Reconciliation 

Achieved 


December  12  and  13,  1997 

Duncan-Gray  Conference  Center 
Canton,  Mississippi 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Chamains  Association 

i  I  )^ancltje^tvci>  ‘ 
28^907  | 
Baptist  Builclngt-  Skvroom 

p.m. — — — ^ 


and  director 


Cathy  Taylor,  supi 
and  a  r/er 


iry  Union.  MBCB, 
fTTkckson, 


u 

dons,  coi 


For  more  information  or  to  make  reservation*,  contact  Elaine 
Smith,  Missions  Extension  and  Associational  Administration 
Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at 
601/968-3800  or  toll-free  at  800/748-1651. 


Address. 


City _ 

Phone  (daytime) 


_ State _ Zip _ i 

* 

i _ Conference  is  limited  to  60  persons  < 

£ 

Please  send  Registration  Form  to: 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Attn:  Richard  Brogan,  MEAA 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Registration  Form 

Reconciliation  Achieved  Celebration 
Duncan-Gray  Conference  Center 
Friday  and  Saturday  -  December  12  &  13,  1997 

Name _ _ _ 


With: 

Steve  Small,  pastor 
True  Light  Baptist  Church 


L.  Graham  Smith,  director 
Church  Music  Dept.,  MBCB 

Beverly  Sonnier,  consultant 
D.C.  Baptist  Convention,  Washington,  D.C. 

Richard  Brogan,  consultant 
Missions  Extension  Dept.,  MBCB 


Sponsored  by: 

Missions  Extension  Department  -  Richard  Brogan,  consultant 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Lloyd  Blue,  director 
Church  Growth  Unlimited,  Mendenhall 


Gene  Fant,  pastor 

Center  Terrace  Baptist  Church,  Canton 


GA  Summer  Camp  Counselors  Needed! 

Camp  Garaywa  needs  female  college  students  to  serve  as  counselors  for  GA  Camp  and  to 
make  a  difference  for  eternity.  A  potential  counselor  must  have  completed  the  freshman  year  of  college 

and  he  available  for  the  following  dates  of  camp: 

1995  GA  Surra  Camp  Dates 

June  1-5 
June  5-12 
June  15-19 
June  22-26 
June  29-July  3 
July  6-10 
July  13-17 

July  20-24  - 

GA’s  grades  I  and  2  Hother/Daughter  Overnight:  June  19-20 
GA’s  grades  1-6  Nother/Daughter  Overnight:  July  10-11 
Acteens  Camp:  July  24-26 

If  you  are  interested  in  serving  as  a  1998  GA  Summer  Camp  Counselor,  call  1-800-748-1651 

or  968-3800 for  an  application. 


CflMPOS  DAYS 

FOR  GflS  AND  flCTEENS 


Blue  Mountain  College  William  Carey  College 


Missionaries  •  Basketball  •  Testimonies 
Cheerleaders  •  Music 

Cost  $7.50 

(Includes:  basketball  game,  meal,  program  and  limited  insurance) 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
WMU  Department  at  800/748-1651  or 
•  968-3800  in  Jackson. 


ueens.  Court 


14-15,  1997 


Camp  Garayw 


(includes  me 


Ited  insurance) 


llowcases,  towels, 
s,  Bible, 

_  jems 

Registration  Deadline:  Friday,  Nfivem her  7,  1997 


What  to  Bring: 


casual 


- "I 

Jnj 

in 

Mi 

§ 

m 
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Registration  Form  -  Queen’s  Court 
Church _ Association _ 

Address _ 

City _ Zip _ Daytime  Phone  _ 

Person  sending  in  registration _ 

Number  of  people _ x  #23  per  person  =  # _ 

Make  checks  payable  to  WMU 
Mail  to:  WMU  -  Queen’s  Court 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Regional  Singles  Rallies 

January  16-17,  1998 

H  Cost:  $5  at  the  door  A 


Conferences: 

Dating  With  Marriage  In  Mind 


led  by  Dianne  Swaim,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

“A  Cheerful  Heart ” 

led  by  Justin  Fennell,  Lakeland,  Fla. 

‘Leadership”  led  by  Tim  Cleary,  Nashville 
'Self-Esteem”  led  by  James  Fiaynes,  Biloxi 
Music  by  Paul  Stupka,  Belden 


<sd  to  c£iwe  fic 

...,r//ts/ //tey  fr/// become  onef/es/t.  2:24 

1998  Seminar  with  Dr.  Gary  Chapman 

February  20-21 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 


January  17 

Associational  Family  Life 
Center,  Collins 
2:30  p.m.  Registration 
3:00  p.m.  Conterences 

4:00  p.m.  Break 

4:30  p.m.  Rally 

For  more  information 
call  601/765-4689. 


January  16 

FBC,  Olive  Branch 
6:30  p.m.  Registration 
7:00  p.m.  Conferences 

8:00  p.m.  Break 

8:30  p.m.  Rally 

For  more  information 
call  601/895-5481. 


Humorous. 

How  to  communicate  in  the  midst  of  conflict. 

Challenging. 

How  to  avoid  financial  bondage. 

Exciting. 

How  to  make  sex  mutually  fulfilling. 

Relevant. 

How  to  rekindle  love. 


For  more  information  contact  the  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  at  800/748- 1651  or  in  Jackson  968-3800. 


S0vlINARCh>T 


Individual  Engaged  or  Married  Couple 
Early  Registration  Fee:  $35  $65 

Registration  Fee:  $45  $75 


ou  axe  invited 


Reeiraien 


Return  registration  form  to  your  seminar  coordinator  or 

mail  to:  Chapman  Seminars 

Post  Office  Box  24001  •  Nashville,  TN  37203. 

For  more  information  or  to  register  call  800/254-2022. 

Co-sponsored  by  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Monday,  November  10 
7:00  p.m. -9: 00  p.m. 

Tuesday,  November  11 
9:00  a. m. -11:30  a.m. 


Registration  Form 


Name 


Spouse’s  Name 


(  'o-sponsored  by: 

Missions  Extension  Department 
Richard  Brogan,  consultant 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

and 

Grace  Temple  Congregation 


Street 


State 


Daytime  Phone 


Church  Group - — - — — 

Grcle  Amount  Enclosed:  $65  for  couple  $35  for  individual 

Please  make  check  pa  yable  t>:  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 


Have  you  lamented  the  loss  of  understanding  of  Baptist 
doctrine  in  your  church? 

Here's  a  chance  to  make  a  difference.  Plan  to  attend  one 
of  the  1 998  Baptist  Doctrine  Study  Previews  at  one  of  our 
Baptist  colleges  in  March 

Dates  and  locations  will  be  March  9  at  William  Carey 
College;  March  10  at  Mississippi  College;  and  March  12  at 
Blue  Mountain  College.  Times  for  each  will  be  9  a.m.  to  noon. 

Cost  is  $5  which  includes  the  book  and  lunch.  Reservations 
are  required  by  writing  Don  Hicks  at  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205. 

These  previews  will  be  led  by  Gene  Mims,  the  author  of 
this  next  year's  study.  Mims  is  vice  president  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville. 

Title  of  the  doctrine  study  book  by  Mims  is  "Thine  is  the 
Kingdom:  The  Reign  of  God  in  Today's  World." 

Says  Mims  of  the  topic,  "The  kingdom  of  God  is  the  reign 
of  God  through  Christ  in  the  lives  of  persons  as  evidenced  by 
his  activity  in,  through,  and  around  them.  The  Kingdom  was 
prophesied  in  the  Old  Testament,  pictured  in  Israel,  pro¬ 
claimed  by  John  the  Baptist,  inaugurated  by  Christ  during  his 
public  ministry  on  earth,  extended  in  the  lives  of  believers 
through  the  church  in  the  present  age,  and  will  be  consum¬ 
mated  by  Christ  when  he  returns  to  earth  to  rule  with  his 
saints." 

The  study,  according  to  Mims,  "gives  special  emphasis  to 
what  it  means  in  the  world,  at  this  point  in  time,  to  iive  as 
citizens  of  God's  kingdom.' 


Gene  Mims 


Thine  is  the  Kingdom: 

The  Reign  of  God  in  Today's  World 

This  six-chapter  member's  book  is  an 
interactive  study  resource  written  by  Gene 
Mims,  with  learning  activities  by  Jeff  lorg. 
This  7  1/2"  x  9",  1 28-page  book  features 
easy  to  read  print,  with  wide  margins  for 
study  and  note  taking. 

Price:  $4.95 
ISBN  0-7673-3015-3 


Thine  is  the  Kingdom: 

The  Reign  of  God  in  Today's  World  Leader  Guide 

This  8  1/2"  x  1 1 ",  1 60-page  leader  guide,  written  by  Jeff  lorg, 
will  contain  the  entire  text  of  the  member  book,  with 
teaching  suggestions  in  the  margins. 

The  guide  will  also  contain  masters  for  overhead  cels, 
masters  for  worksheets,  and  sermon  suggestions. 

Price:  $13.95 
ISBN  0-7673-3014-5 

Thine  is  the  Kingdom: 

The  Reign  of  God  in  Today's  World  Leader  Kit 

This  kit  will  contain  the  member  book,  the  leader  guide, 
an  85-nnnute  video  designed  to  be  used  in  the  study, 
and  a  set  of  audiotapes,  featuring  Gene  Mims. 

Price:  $69.95 
ISBN  O-7673-301 8-8 


$2  DISCOUNT 

Pay  a  total  of  only  $3 
for  book  and  meal 
if  you  bring  this  coupon  to 
the  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  booth  or  office 
during  the  convention. 

Reservations  required. 

Make  check  payable  to: 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Church 


1995  State  Singles  Retreat 

“Celebrating  the  Single’s  Joumeg" 

..Nog  23-25 


“ Equipping  Seniors  for  Service 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Retreat  I  -  May  19-22 
Bill  Causey,  MBCB,  Jackson 
“Victory  Singers“-FBC.  Hattiesburg 
James  Haynes,  FBC,  Hattiesburg 


Kick-off  rs 
leading  in  wo: 


band 
v  music 


Retreat  II  -  May  25-27 
Bobby  Shows,  senior  adult  consultant, 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention 
Heavenly  Sunlight  Singers“-Parkway  BC,  Clinton 
R.  L.  &  Beth  Sigrest,  Yazoo  City 


‘Journey 

a  single  fi 


Retreat  III  -  May  28-30 

Ray  Wells,  senior  adult  consultant 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention 
Marcus  Peagler,  Madison 


Sunday  m« 


Biloxi 


Sunday  evei 
Free  T-s! 


Sponsored  by  the 

Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus 


Seafood  banquet 
New  Sunday  adventures 

Hake  plans  now  to  attend! 


felt  like  Southern  Baptists 
would  be  best  served  if  every 
last  person  was  not  completely 
camped  up,"  Gregory  said. 

"There  were  others  who  felt 
like  this  was  cowardice,  it  was 
abandoning  the  ship.  If  you 
were  not  with  us,  you  were 
against  us,"  he  said. 

During  a  key  presidential 
election  in  1990,  Gregory  said 
he  sided  with  conservatives 
based  on  "a  promise  that  there 
was  going  to  oe  a  broader  coali¬ 
tion,  the  tent  was  going  to  be 
enlarged." 

Gregory  said  he  and  fellow 
pastors  including  John  Bisagno, 
ken  Hemphill,  and  Charles 
Fuller  "thought  that  was  going 
to  be  the  agenda." 

"Obviously,  that  didn't  hap¬ 
pen,"  Gregory  said.  "That  was 
regrettable.  I  don't  mind  saying 
at  all  I  have  little  taste  for  any  of 
it.  It's  not  my  inclination.  It's 
not  mv  gift  " 

"I  look  back  on  that  now 
from  the  distance  of  five  years 
being  totally  out  of  it,  looking  at 
the  larger  issues  church'”'  face, 
human  beings  face,  the  isolation 
of  mv  own  life,  I  really  do  feel  a 
lot  of  us  were  like  Don  Quixote 
tilting  at  windmills  amid  the 
larger  issues  of  our  day. 

wish  I  had  never  touched 
it,  regardless  of  whether  I'd 
been  identified  as  a  life-long 
fence  sitter,"  he  said. 

In  response  to  a  question 
about  whether  he  would  ever 
again  preach  regularly,  Gregory 
confessed,  "I  don't  know  what 
to  do  about  that." 

After  Gregory's  resignation 
from  First  Church  in  Dallas  in 
1992,  he  said  he  received  a  few 
invitations  to  preach. 

Those  gradually  fell  off  and 
ceased  completely  after  he 
wrote  "Too  Great  a 
Temptation,"  a  book  chroni¬ 
cling  his  rise  and  fall  at  First 
Church,  Dallas  in  1994. 

Gregory  said  he  found  sup¬ 
port  from  unexpected  places, 
including  non-Baptist  minis¬ 
ters,  Baptist  ministers  from 
across  the  country,  amd  high- 
school  classmates  from  whom 
he  had  not  heard  in  years. 

There  were  some  some  peo¬ 
ple  who  knew  what  I  needed 
more  than  I  did,"  he  said. 

Gregory,  who  now  works  for 
a  publishing  company, 
acknowledged  "more  recently, 
either  bv  curiosity  or  provi¬ 
dence,  f  am  being  asked  to 
preach."  He  said  he  is  accept¬ 
ing,  but  not  seeking,  su 
opportunities. 

"I  am  having  an  increasing 
number  of  invitations  to 
speak,"  Gregory  said. 

"I  have  made  the  decision  I 
will  not  lift  a  finger  to  open  a 
door  to  find  a  place  to  speak.  If 
in  the  providence  of  God  those 
doors  open  ...  then  I  have  come 
through  those  doors." 

"I  think  I  may  help  people  in 
the  pews  more  with  my  preach¬ 
ing  now  than  I  did  at  some  other 
times,"  Gregory  said.  "That  is 
very  much  a  pilgrimage." 


Robin  Nichols,  your 
Annuity  Board  representative, 
will  be  at  the  display  to  greet 
you  during  the  state  convention. 
He  and  others  are  available  to 
help  you  in  the  areas  of 
retirement  and  insurance 
planning.  In  addition,  you  can 
receive  a  FREE  Retirement 
Forecaster  at  the  display  with 
an  up-to-the-minute  retirement 
income  estimate  based  on  your 
personal  account  information. 

Be  a  part  of  the  Annuity 
Board’s  past,  present 
and  future! 


That’s  your  Annuity 
Board.  Faithful  in  the 
past.  Exciting 

performance  in  the  present. 
Creative  service  in  the  future. 

I  send  you  my  first  official 
greeting,  and  pledge  to  you  my 
energy  and  time  Serving  Those 
Who  Serve  the  Lord.  Visit  the 
Annuity  Board  display  at  your 
state  convention.  It  could  make 
a  big  difference  in  your  future. 


ANNUITY  BOARD 


0.  S.  Hawkins 
President 


Thk  Baptist  Record 


October  23, 1997 


The  Road  to 
Everlasting 
Life  ^%»,ST 

EVERLASTING  LIFE 

God  intends  -  n 

for  all  his  children  V 
to  live  with  him  for¬ 
ever,  but  the  road  to  everlast¬ 
ing  life  is  blocked.  To  find  that 
road  you  must: 

Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  3:10) 

Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

God  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  tor  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 

Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  Jesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  saved.  (Rom.  10:9 ) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Some  public  schools  installing  Internet  blocks 


As  more  public  schools  hook  up  to  the  pom,  they  block  the  chat 
Internet,  they  also  face  the  problem  of  on-  tions,"  said  Pat  Trueman, 
line  pornography.  Some  use  software  to  "It's  foolproof  as  far  a  as  I 
It  was  an  odd  block  the  material.  Others  refuse  under  the  "Without  blocking  techn 
public  school  guise  of  free  speech.  Internet  system,  children  ai 

:  Internet  sites.  Ohio's  600  school  districts  have  Internet  al  exploitation  on-line,"  s 
'ingerter  had  invited  local  access  available  from  the  state  level.  Stark  Hughes  with  Enough  is  Er 
'  „_i-  County  has  an  educational  service  center  zation  in  the  fight  against  j 
high  that  supplies  the  Internet  to  28  of  those  Enough  is  Enough  recei 
school  districts.  X-Stop  protection  covers  ents  against  Internet  perm 
10,000  computer  terminals  and  90,000  stu-  release  school  officials  froi 
dents  in  the  28  districts.  "They  think  it's  like 

Other  school  leaders  in  Ohio  haven't  fol-  waver,"  said  Shyla  Welch, 
lowed  the  example.  Wingerter  can  look  from  staffer.  "You  need  to  con 

his  office  and  see  two  districts  just  miles  system  and  find  out  what 

away  which  won't  install  the  equipment.  Enough  is  Enough  has  fi 

"We've  made  the  commitment,"  letter  parents  can  use  for  th< 
Wingerter  said.  "Others  could  do  it.  sion  forms  to  encourage  s< 

"It  boggles  my  mind  vvhv  they  won't."  prevention  from  the  Interne 
red  in-  Officials  from  X-Stop  have  identified  47  The  response  letter  notes 

arcs.  different  categories  of  undesirable  material  ciate  the  opportunity  for  cl 
on  the  Internet,  encompassing  90,000  sites  Internet  for  research  and 
Idresses  focusing  on  pom,  hate  groups,  suicide  and  poses.  I  would  be  abdicatin 

"  Win-  bomb  making.  lty  as  a  parent,  howev  er 

1.  "This  The  X-Stop  system  uses  a  computer  Internet  Use  Policy  witho 
as  really  group  called  a  "mud  crawler"  to  identify  protection  is  firmly  in  pla 
down/'  each  undesirable  web  site  by  address  to  and  other  children,  from 
County  increase  accuracy.  Those  of  us  responsible  for 

program  "We're  in  this  because  we  feel  a  moral  dren  must  recognize  there 
aternet's  obligation,"  said  Reed  Fisher,  communica-  present  dangers  to  childrei 
Idresses.  tions  director  for  the  company,  based  in  online  predators'  easy  ac 
ion  after  Anaheim,  Calif.  and  children's  easy  access  1 

students  The  American  Family  Association  (AFA)  Enough  is  Enough  C£ 

year.  endorses  X-Stop.  "They  not  only  block  the  (703)  278-8343  in  suburbai 


By  Clay  Renick 

Special  to  Baptist  Press 


CANTON,  Ohio  (BP)  — 
mix  with  eight  pastors,  a 
computer,  and  pomographi 
Richard  Wi  ^ 

church  leaders  to  a  test  of  com 
puter  software  at  a 
■  school  in  Canton,  Ohio. 

A  Wingerter,  an  elected 

»  school  board  member 


Annuities  Feature 

•  Monthly  interest 
withdrawal 

•  Emergency  Cash — 
EASY  Access! 


Make  Your  Money. 
Work  For  You. 

Call  Your  Preferred  Risk  Insurance 
Representative  Today. 


AMORY 

Jackie  Pate  Agency . 256-4977 

The  Marketplace.  Inc . . 257-61 1  1 

BRANDON  ^ 

George  Alliston  Ajency . .824-9000 

Martha  Via  Agency . 824-0070 

BROOKHAVEN 

Jennifer  Granger  Agency . ...833-0830 

BRUCE 

Bruce  Insurance  Agency . 983-4303 

CLEVELAND 

Wood  Insurance  Agency . 843-4004 

COLUMBUS 

Pam  Brock  Agency . 327-6896 


LAUREL 

The  Vantage  Group,  Inc . . 649-8843 

imiKi/mr 

Louisville  Insurance  Agency . 773-7900 

LUMBERTON 

Lumberton  Insurance  Agency . 796-8 1 34 

MCCQMB 

Donnie  Weeks  Agency . 250-1000 

MAGEE 

Ins.  Associates  of  Magee.  Inc . 849-227 1 

MERIDIAN 

Sandra  Little  Agency . 482-8 1 09 

Barbara  Rigdon  Agency  . . 482-8868 


p 


Tina  Bailey  Agency . 842-0009 

Talmadge  Smith  Agency . 842-9670 

Eddie  Sullivan  Agency . 844-4065 

Fred  Watson  Agency . . 842-0009 


tiffttwriut 

Causey.  Eddleman&  Phillips . 332-5441 

GULFPORT 

Kent  Johnson  Agency . 83 1  -3 1 3 1 

HATTIESBURG 

Hunt  Insurance  Agency . 582-21 18 

iNDUUiom 

Indianola  Insurance  Agency . 887-130 1 

JACKSON 

Susan  Acy  Agency . 922-2888 

Boyles.  Moak  &  Bnckell . 982-4700 

Community  Insurance  . 352-9333 

Estes  6  Associates  Inc .  372-5554 

Ruth  Granger  Agency . 373-7884 

Steve  Rutland  Agency . 922-2888 


Tri-County  Ins.  Agency . 732-6769 

James  Rhea  Agency . 534-2 1 08 

OXFORD 

Oxford  Insurance  Agency . 234-441  I 

Philadelphia-Secunty  Ins . 656-4401 

PEARL 

Andy  Eaton  Agency . 939-0102 

PONTOTOC 

Allen  Brothers  Ins.  Agency . 489-5641 

Betty  Dye  Agency . 489-0345 

SOUTHHAVEN 

Janice  Douglas  Agency . 349-678 3 

Gay  Hudson  Agency . . 342-2034 


Gardner's  Ins.  Agency.  Inc . ..774-8202 

Joiner-West  &  Associates . 735-2871 

WIGGINS 

Wiggins  Insurance  Agency . 928-2080 

Dennis  Basden 

Sr.  Career  Sales  Manager 
P.O  Box  54306 
Jackson.  MS  39208 
601-939-9300 

Douglas  Dickey,  CIC 

Sr.  Independent  Marketing  Rep 
P.O.  Box  54306 
Jackson.  MS  39208 
601-936-0023 


n 

rntttmitD  risk  insurance. 

www  preferred  n\l<  com 


*4 


Ask  about  our  Church,  Life,  and  Auto  Insurance. 


Southern  Baptist  missionary  addresses  listed 


are  on  the  field  (address:  B.P.  1962  and  he  was  called  as  inter-  States  (address:  First  Baptist 
130,  Tenkodogo,  Burkina  Faso),  im  pastor.  He  was  ordained  Church,  425  Ford,  Columbia, 
They  are  natives  of  Mississippi,  and  called  to  pastor  the  Miss.  39429).  He  is  a  native  of 
He  was  born  in  Greenwood  Aschaffenburg  Baptist  Church  McComb.  The  former  Sharon 
and  she,  the  former  Cathy  of  the  European  Baptist  Blackwell  was  born  in 
Pratt,  in  Batesville.  Both  consid-  Convention,  while  serving  in  Tylertown  and  considers 
er  Winona  their  hometown.  the  Air  Force  at  Darmstadt,  Kosciusko,  her  hometowm. 

Germany.  He  retired  from  the 

BHHHL  Air  Force  in  1975  and  returned 

to  Mississippi.  In  1994,  they  re- 
^  assigned  to  serve  the  English 

*■■1  “fp  speaking  congregation  in 
Munich,  Germany,  as  career 
missionaries  with  the  Foreign 
i  Mission  Board  (now  the 

■gjT  International  Mission  Board. 

The  Coopers  will  be  on  fur- 
^  lough  until  June  17,  1998,  when 

they  will  return  to  Germany. 

Robert 


Tony  and  Kathy  Latham, 

missionaries  to  the  Philippines, 
are  in  the  States  (address:  4829 
Merida  Ave.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
76115).  Both  are  natives  of 
Mississippi.  He  is  from  Jackson, 
and  she  is  the  former  Kathy 
Jennings  of  Kosciusko. 

Donald  and  Jo  Redmon, 

missionaries  to  Costa  Rica,  are 
in  the  States  (address:  2008  W. 
14th  St.,  Panama  City,  Fla. 
32401).  He  is  a  native  of 
Panama  City,  Fla.,  and  she  is 
the  former  Jo  Eubanks  of 
■  was  Pontotoc  County, 
bom  in  Moss  Point  and  consid¬ 
ers  Jackson  his  hometown.  The  Steve  and  Vidonia  Smith, 
former  Margaret  McKinley  was  missionaries  to  Argentina,  are 

they  were  sent  to  The  born  in  Elizabethtown,  Ky.  on  the  field  (address:  Casilla 

Mariannas  Island  of  Guam  by  Daughter  of  Southern  Baptist  223,  8300  Neuguen,  Argentina), 

the  United  States  Air  Force,  missionaries,  she  grew  up  in  He  was  bom  in  Santa  Monica, 

They  helped  organize  and  start  Gweru,  Zimbabwe;  Wake  Calif.,  and  considers 

the  first  Southern  Baptist  mis-  Forest,  N.C.;  and  Miami,  Fla.  Hattiesburg  his  hometown.  The 

sionary  work  on  Guam  when  former  Vidonia  Smith  was  bom 

the  Calvary  Baptist  Church  Vic  and  Sharon  Johnston,  in  Houston,  Texas,  and  consid- 
Clifton  and  Cathy  Curtis,  was  formed.  The  Coopers  missionaries  to  Brazil,  are  in  the  ers  White  Oak,  her  hometown, 

missionaries  to  Burkina  Faso,  returned  to  Guam  again  in 


Missionary 

News 


Richard  and  Martha  Beal, 

missionaries  to  Venezuela,  are 
on  the  field  and  receive  their 
mail  at  P.O.  Box  025323,  CCS 
3014,  Miami,  Fla.  33102).  A 
native  of  Florida,  he  was  bom 
in  Pensacola  and  also  lived  in 
Panama  City.  The  former 
Martha  Lyle  of  Mississippi  was 
born  in  Laurel  and  lived  in  Ken  and  Martha  Cooper  Botswana,  are  in  the  States 

Natchez.  (address:  3147  Monroe  Rd., 

Ken  and  Martha  Cooper  Ellisville,  Mis^  39437).  He 

Virgil  and  Amy  Cooper,  have  returned  to  the  States  I - L.  M - L.l  — I 

missionaries  to  Japan,  are  on 
the  field  (address:  62-14  8 
chome,  Okamisawa,  Misawa- 
shi  033,  Japan).  He  was  bom  in 
Water  Valley  and  also  lived  in 
Aliceville,  Ala.,  and  Vicksburg. 

She  is  the  former  Amy  Gunter 
of  Andalusia,  Ala. 


and  Margaret 
Fortenberry,  missionaries  to 

Ken  and  Martha  Cooper  Botswana,  are  in 


'Ellen'  star  furious  over  rating; 
threatens  to  quit  ABC's  sitcom 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Ellen  with  them  because  they're  gay:  There' 


Temple,  Big  Point,  music;  Rickey  Blythe,  pastor. 
Pascagoula:  Nov.  2-5;  Randy 

Jphnson,  evangelist;  Wm.  Newhebron  (Lawrence): 

Lance  Hoggatt,  pastor.  Nov.  24 

First,  Flora:  Nov.  2-5;  Registe 
Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  list;  Ril 
p.m.;  Neil  Davis,  Baldwyn,  music; 
evangelist;  Urn  Moak,  Flora,  pastor. 


fed.,  7  p.m.;  Dean 
tiesburg,  evanee- 
arper,  Greenville, 
tes  E.  Davis  Sr., 


Ellen  and  another  female.  H  Said  Degeneres,  "And  when  1  hear  'baby 

The  sitcom  additionally  has  steps,'  that  makes  me  feel  bad.  It's  like  they're 

carried  a  "TV-14"  rating  this  saying,  'OK,  you're  gay,  and  we're  tolerating 

season,  which  means  it  "might  be  inappro-  this,  but  don't  show  us  how  you  really  would 
priate  for  children  under  14,"  according  to  be,  don't  kiss  a  girl  on  the  lips.'" 

TV  industry  definitions.  The  magazine  reported  that  Degeneres 

The  added  parental  warning  left  had  pushed  for  her  character  being  depicted 
Degeneres  threatening  to  quit,  according  to  this  year  as  having  a  more  intimate,  lasting 
The  New  York  Times  Oct.  9.  Degeneres  relationship  with  a  woman,  to  "make  Ellen 
denied  making  the  threat  in  a  brief  TV  more  of  an  adult,  to  make  the  stories  more 
tabloid  interview  Oct  10.  real."  To  which  ABC's  Tarses  replied,  "And 

Degeneres  called  the  Oct.  8  warning  "bla-  we're  behind  it,  but  it's  premature  to  say 
tant  discrimination,"  according  to  The  where  it's  all  going." 

Times.  According  to  The  New  York  Times  article, 

"The  only  other  ABC  show  that's  ever  ABC  has  nixed  a  scene  from  an  upcoming 
had  this  label  is  'N.Y.P.D.  Blue,'  and  that  has  Ellen  episode  showing  Ellen  and  her  female 
nudity  and  violence,"  Degeneres  said.  companion  walking  toward  a  bedroom,  pre- 

Degeneres,  in  TV  Guide's  Oct.  11-17  cover  sumably  to  have  homosexual  sex. 
story,  gave  further  vent  to  her  concerns  As  to  her  personal  life  with  actress  Anne 

about  her  sitcom  —  and  her  homosexual  Heche,  Degeneres  acknowledged  to  TV 

advocacy  and  lifestyle.  Guide  reports  of  them  possibly  having  a 

She  told  TV  Guide  she  wants  to  be  baby 
remembered  after  her  sitcom  as  "someone  "For  a  long  time,  1  wanted  a  baby,"  she 
who  helped  change  people's  minds."  told  TV  Guide.  "But  right  now,  I'm  too  self- 

"I  still  think  in  30  years  we'll  be  dealing  ish.  I  just  can't."  Ot  Heche's  desire  to 
with  homophobia,  and  it  would  be  nice  to  become  pregnant  with  a  baby,  Degeneres 
have 'Ellen fon  Nick  at  Nite  along  with  Mary  said,  "Yeah,  Anne  usually  gets  what  she 

Tyler  Moore,  someone  that  (gay)  kids  could  wants,  but  what  you  don't  know  is  that  I'm 

identify  with."  the  boss  of  this  relationship." 

Degeneres'  comments  parallel  those  she  Degeneres  described  ner  relationship 
made  in  accepting  an  Emmy  for  comedy  with  Heche  by  saying,  "...  this  is  it  for  me, 
writing  in  September:  "On  behalf  of  the  peo-  for  both  of  us,  forever.  ...  If  Anne  goes 
pie  —  and  tne  teenagers  especially  —  out  (before  her  in  death),  I  want  to  go,  that's 
there  who  think  there  is  something  wrong  how  strongly  I  feel." 


Florida  Baptist 
Theological  College 


♦  Christian  Ministry  Degree  Programs 

♦  Bible  Taught  as  God's  Word 

♦  Supportive  Campus  Community 

♦  Mihistry  Opportunities 

♦  Campus  Life  for  Families  and  Singles 


The  Baptist  Rbcord 


I 


■mM 


Calvary  Church,  Durant,  recently  held  a  recognition  ceremony 
tor  its  GAs.  Each  girl  received  badges  tor  mission  adventure  work 
completed  for  the  year.  Pictured  (from  left,  front  row)  are  Audrey 
Perry,  Hailey  Hathcock;  back  row:  Morgan  Hathcock,  Courtney 
[ones,  and  Martha  Ellington,  leader. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Indian  Springs  Church, 
Laurel,  will  nost  pianist 
Anthony  Burger  of  Nashville, 


-hurch. 


Tenn.,  on  Nov.  13  at  7  p.m.  One 
of  gospel  music's  premier 


ost  pianist  musicians.  Burger  delivers 
af  Nashville,  more  than  Christian  entertain¬ 
ment  to  listeners.  He  also  com¬ 
municates  an  inspirational 
story  through  his  testimony  of 
Goa's  healing.  At  the  age  of 
eight  months  old  he  was  learn¬ 
ing  to  walk  in  a  walker.  As  he 
was  going  through  the  hallway, 
one  of  the  wheels  got  caught  on 
the  grate  of  the  floor  furnace 
and  the  walker  turned  over, 
throwing  him  down  on  the 
heater  and  burning  his  legs, 
face,  and  both  hands.  He 
received  third  degree  burns. 
His  achievements  include  the 
Dove  nomination  in  1996  and 
1997. 


Church,  Brookhaven.  Danny 
Moss  is  pastor. 

Bayou  View  Church, 
Gulfport,  will  sponsor  a  Fall 
Festival,  Oct.  31,  from  6-8 
p.m.  Call  Leisa  Culpepper  at 
(601)  865-8166  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 

The  Stained  Glass  Tour, 

Clay  Crosse,  Jaci  Velasquez, 
an<J  Sunday  Drive,  will  be  in 
concert  at  First  Church, 


Jackson,  7  p.m.,  Nov.  7.  The 
tour,  sponsored  by  World 
Vision  and  True  Love  Waits, 
began  in  Bend,  OR  on  Sept. 
18  and  will  continue 
throughout  Spring  1998 
going  into  80  cities  across  the 
country. 


The  Hopp< 

N.C.  will  D 


ers  from  Madison, 
>e  in  concert  at 


Harmony  Church,  Crystal 
Springs.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)892-1121. 
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Acteens  of  Clarke  Venable  Church,  Decatur,  recently  received 
several  awards  for  completing  various  steps  of  their  Studi-Act.  Mae 
Walker,  escorted  by  her  father,  John  Walker;  and  Kelli  Harris,  escort¬ 
ed  by  her  father,  Chris  Harris;  completed  Queen  Regent  in  Service. 
Missy  Johnson,  escorted  by  Kris  Amis;  Keri  Keith,  escorted  by  Steve 
Pearson:  and  Jamie  Rainer/escorted  by  Nathan  Stamper;  completed 
the  Queen  Regent.  Whitney  Harris,  escorted  by  Corey  Amis, 
received  the  Queen  with  Scepter.  Girls  who  received  their  crown  for 
Queen  are  Blair  Anderson,  crown  bearer  Ashley  Amis;  Krissi  Harris, 
crown  bearer  Cole  Harris;  and  lennifer  Carson,  crown  bearer, 
Jeremy  Carson.  The  theme  for  the  coronation  was  Reflections. 


Calvary  Church,  Durant,  recently  held  a  Pinning  ceremony  for  its 
RAs.  Each  boy  received  medals  according  to  the  points  earned  for 
various  activities  and  verse  memorization  throughout  the  year. 
Pictured  (from  left,  front  row)  are  John  Ellington,  leader.  Chase 
Caldwell,  Lee  Hathcock,  Eric  Burden,  Ronnie  Burden,  assistant 
leader;  back  row,  Allen  Burden,  Dennis  Harkins,  and  Jessie  Perry. 


Staff  Changes 


Steve 
Clark  has 
been  called  as 
minister  of 
education/ 
outreach  at 
First  Church, 
Pascagoula, 
effective  Oct. 

12.  Clark  was 
formerly  on 
staff  at  Grove 
Level,  Dalton,  Ga. 


Clark 


Olyn  Roberts  has 
announced  his  retirement  effec¬ 
tive  Nov.  1.  He  will  be  available 
for  revivals,  supply,  and 
standup  comedy.  For  46  years, 
Roberts  has  served  as  a  pastor, 
pioneer  missionary,  director  of 
missions,  and  led  construction 
teams  to  Alaska  from  1986- 


1995.  Roberts  can  t>e  reached  at 
3960  Highway  15  North, 
Louisville,  MS  39339,  phone 
(601)  773-5968. 

Beulah  Church,  Magee,  has 
called  James  L.  Merck  Jr.  (Lee) 

as  pastor  effective  Sept.  14. 
Merck  previously  served  at 
38th  Avenue  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  as  youth  pastor.  A 
native  of  Lucedale,  Merck  will 
complete  his  course  work  at 
William  Carey  College  at  the 
end  of  October. 


Custom  ( 'hurch 
Interiors.  Inc. 


Mt.  Moriah  Church, 
Lincoln  County,  will  observe 
Old"  Fashioned  Day  on  Oct.  26. 
Activities  will  include  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  services,  11 
a.m.;  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  The  day  will  conclude 
with  a  gospel  singing.  The 
guest  speaker  will  be  Danny 
Dodds,  pastor  of  Southway 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  -800  654  1  294 

-  Jackson.  MS  601-957-8844  m 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone 
number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  Only  written  ads  accepted. 


ACCEPTING  RESUMES:  Full-time 
Youth/  Children's  Director.  Will  con¬ 
sider  Bi-Vocational  person.  Send  to: 
Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  2151  Mt.  Zion 
Rd.,  Osyka.  MS  39657. 

ACCEPTING  RESUMES  for  Director 
of  Missions.  Send  to:  Director  of 
Missions  Search  Committee,  Alcorn 
Baptist  Association,  PO  Box  2316, 
Corinth,  MS  38835-2316. 
ACCEPTING  RESUMES:  Full-time 
minister  of  music/adult  activities. 
Send  to:  Search  Committee 
Chairman,  Trace  Ridge  Baptist 
Church.  PC)  Box  456,  Ridgeland,  MS 
39158. 

CHURCH  SECRETARY-FINANCIAL 

position.  Send  Resumes  or  call  8:30- 
5:30  M-F.  Dixie  Baptist  Church, 
111  Dixie  Church  Road.  Hattiesburg, 
MS  39401.  (601)  583-9392. 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and 
church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/ 
limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson 
(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. 


SBC  YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED: 

Spring/Summer  missions  -  Atlanta, 
Baltimore,  Branson,  Buffalo,  Chicago, 
Dallas,  Denver,  Washington,  El  Paso,  New 
Orleans.  Philadelphia.  Package  includes 
most  meals,  housing.  For  cost,  information, 
call  Youth  on  Mission  800-299-0385. 
CHURCH  BUS:  1989  Ford  church  bus 
29  passenger;  50K  miles;  $  1 2,500.  Contact 
FBC,  Booneville,  MS  (601)  728-6272. 
CHURCH  BUSES!  CHURCH  BUSES! 
Blue  Bird,  Turtle  Top,  World  Trans/new 
and  clean  pre-owned  models  avail¬ 
able!  We  consider  all  trades.  Call 
Harry  Hosey  at  Transportation  South, 
Inc  800-367-9463. 

CHEVROLET  BUS  60  Passenger. 
1981  auto  ac  Onan  5  KW  Gen  52K 
miles  $1,200.  (228)  864-3030. 
YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Pamtball-games! 
Other  functions!  Curry  Creek 
Outdoors.  (601)  722-9000. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1  -800-898-MACS. 


PEWS  FOR  SALE:  23  yr.  old  but  in 
good  condition.  Seats  soft  teal  green 
fabric,  hacks  dark  oak  stain,  ends 
and  rea?  painted  off-white.  $75/pew. 
Available  lan-Feb  1998.  Contact 
Lawndale  Presbyterian  Church  at 
1500  Lawndale  Dr.,  Tupelo,  MS 
38801.  (601)  844-6795. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 
1  -800-830-0583. 

FOR  YOUR  MINISTRY  EVENTS  - 

Children  through  Senior  Adults. 
Women's  Ministries,  Men’s  Ministries, 
Seminars,  Retreats,  Concerts,  Clowning, 
Christian  Illusions,  etc...  Contact  "By 
Faith  Ministries  -  1-888-810-6409. 

FOR  SALE:  1990  Wheeled  Coach 
church  bus,  Ford-7. 3L  diesel  engine. 
52,000  miles,  30  passenger  with 
recliners,  $25,000.00.  First  Baptist 
Church,  Leland,  MS  601-686-7357 
or  Yancy  DeLoach  601-686-9947 
(evenings).  _____ 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1  -800-605-2970. 
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Baptist  College  News 


Names  in  the  News 


Three  individuals  were  Equipment  Co. 
recently  named  to  the  Order  of  received  his  degree 
the  Golden  Arrow  at  in  business  and  eco- 
Mississippi  College  (MC).  nomics  from  MC  in 
Those  named  were  Sara  Nell  1964.  This  award  is 
Grice  Middleton  of  Winona;  presented  annually 
William  Ralph  "Bill"  Dunlap,  a  at  the  Awards 
native  of  Houston;  and  Finis  Luncheon  during 
Sims  Calvert,  a  native  of  Homecoming. 
Meridian,  and  currently  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Pensacola,  Fla.  William  Carey 
Middleton  graduated  from  MC  College  graduates, 
in  1954  and  went  on  to  pursue  a  Linda  Mucha  and 
degree  in  nursing.  Dunlap,  an  her  daughter  Mary 
artist,  received  a  degree  in  edu-  Margaret  Mucha, 
cation  from  MC  in  1967.  (right)  participated 
Calvert,  owner  of  Calvert  in  the  Teachers 


Students  of  the  Winters  School  of  Music  at  William  Carey 
College's  Hattiesburg  campus  will  soon  benefit  from  a  listening  lab¬ 
oratory  through  the  generosity  of  the  McWethy  Family  Foundation, 
lames  B.  McWethy  approached  the  school  about  funding  a  project 
for  the  music  unit  which  could  serve  as  a  memorial  to  Donald  and 
Frances  Winters,  founders  of  the  Winters  School  of  Music.  The 
McWethy  gift  of  $16,000  will  allow  the  college  to  complete  con¬ 
struction  of  an  area  for  the  laboratory  and  for  storage  of  recordings, 
tapes,  and  CD's;  to  furnish  the  lab  with  six  custom  designed  listening 
carrels;  and  to  purchase  six  listening  systems  with  CD,  cassette  tape, 
and  LP  playing  capability.  Dedication  of  the  facility  is  scheduled  for 
Fri.,  Nov.  14,  as  part  of  the  1997  Homecoming  activities.  For  more 
information,  call  (601 )  582-61 75.  Work  study  students  Beth  Mitchell 
of  Tallulah,  La.,  and  Jay  Spirakis  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  (pictured)  orga¬ 
nize  materials  that  will  be  used  to  complete  the  laboratory. 


The  Muchas 

Exchange  program  held  recent¬ 
ly  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
The  Teachers  Exchange  is  an 
innovative  designed  to  offer 
teachers  of  gifted  children  an 
opportunity  to  learn  a  variety  of 
teaching  techniques  and  other 
information  from  their  peers. 
The  Muchas  are  both  teachers  at 
Gulfport  High  School. 


The  William  Carey  College  Speech  and  Debate  Team  (Forensics) 
continued  its  winning  tradition  by  taking  first  place  at  the  Southwest 
Baptist  University  Invitational  Tournament  in  Bolivar,  Mo.,  recently. 
Members  of  the  team  (back  row,  left)  are  Tom  Huebner,  director  of 
forensics;  Emanuel  Buckley,  Hattiesburg;  Danny  Panter,  Florence; 
)on  Celoria,  Smithdale;  Chris  Smith,  Petal;  Jason  Ruiz,  Gulfport;  Jon 
Miller,  assistant  forensics  coach;  Nakia  Whitehead,  Picayune;  (sec¬ 
ond  row)  Leslie  Barker,  Clinton;  Jon  Watts,  Columbia;  Josh  Hewitt, 
Tupelo;  Mandy  Trammell  Florence;  Melanie  Grimes,  Hattiesburg; 
(third  row)  Candace  Sanders,  Petal;  Roger  Lott,  Seminary;  Karen 
Seamans,  Livingston,  La.;  (front  row)  Leanne  Burris,  forensics  assis¬ 
tant  coach;  Justin  Bunton,  Loranger,  La.;  and  Laura  Lindsey, 
Pensacola,  Fla. 


John  Chouccoli  was  recently  licensed  to  the  ministry  by  Interstate 
Church,  Shaw.  He  is  available  for  pulpit  supply  and  may  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  (601)  754-3059.  Chouccoli  is  pictured  with  his  wife 
Wanda,  and  Robert  Haney,  pastor. 

W  i  n  b  o  r  n  e ,  ■*  X.  .4*.  M 

organist  at 
First  Church, 

Magee,  will  IPH 

on  Oct.  wlff  m 

She  has  A 


Mosser  family 

In  recognition  of  Pastor 
Appreciation  Day,  Oct.  12, 
Bayou  View  Church, 
Gulfport,  held  a  luncheon  for 
its  pastor,  Thomas  O.  Mosser 
ana  his  family.  The  church 
also  celebrated  the  day  as  a 
third  year  anniversary  for 
Mosser  as  pastor. 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 


Safer}'  is  our  first  priority. 


The  Baptist  Record 


October  23, 1997 


When  the  world  follows  its 
rules  and  procedures,  but 
Baptists  violate  and  circumvent 
theirs,  are  they  then  "Salt  and 
Light"  to  a  lost  and  dying 
world? 

Bobby  T.  Hood 
Sand  Hill 


PEN  PALS  NEEDED  American  Mission  Board  send  revival.  Our  part  is  to 

(NAMB).  his  face  in  prayer.  In  his  ser 

Editor:  We  want  and  need  our  voca-  Mack  McDonald,  pastor 

This  letter  is  being  written  to  tional  evangelists  to  be  a  part  of  Hopewell  Church 

let  your  youthful  readers  or  this  effort.  However,  many  will  Newton 
people  who  work  with  young  not  be  able  to  go  so  far  because 
people  in  grades  7  through  col-  of  lack  of  funds, 
lege  know  about  a  special  mis-  Many  pastors  have  their 
sions  opportunity.  This  is  the  expenses  paid  by  their  churches, 
fourth  year  of  the  Christian  Evangelists  must  pay  their  Editor: 

Corresponded  (Pen-Pal)  pro-  own  way.  Pastors  receive  their  Is  there  any  real  reason  for 
iect  sponsored  by  the  National  regular  salary.  Evangelists  lose  having  a  Constitution  and  By- 
Fellowship  of  Baptist  a  week  of  income.  laws?  If  not,  why  not?  If  so. 

Educators  (NFBE)  in  conjunc-  Let  me  encourage  the  home  why  so? 

tion  with  the  International  churches  of  our  evangelists  to  Were  Mississippi  Baptists 
Mission  Board.  In  it  Chinese  give  toward  their  convention  led  to  ignore  and  violate  rules 
students  who  are  taking  expenses.  Also,  if  the  friends  of  and  procedures  as  outlined  in 
English  and  who  want  to  corre-  our  evangelists  would  send  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of 
spond  with  an  American  stu-  them  an  extra  check  and  desig-  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
dent  and  practice  their  English  nate  it  "Crossover."  This  would  Convention  1994-1996?  If  so, 
are  matched  with  a  Christian  be  a  blessing!  was  this  done  knowingly  and 

young  person  in  America.  Let's  help  our  soul-winning  willingly? 

For  many  Chinese  students,  evangelists  to  get  to  Salt  Lake  Dia  the  fact  that  the  conven- 
this  is  their  first  contact  with  a  Citv  to  win  souls.  tion's  constitution  and  by-laws 

Christian.  Some  '  of  the  David  Shofner  requires  a  two-thirds  majority 

American  corresponders  have  Petal  vote  to  make  changes  enter  into 

had  an  opportunity  to  share  a  decision  to  ignore  rules  and 

their  faith  with  their  Chinese  procedures? 

friends.  The  NFBE  provides  ARGENTINA  BOUND  What  are  the  results  of  violat- 

guidelines  to  help  each  corre-  ing  rules  and  procedures  the  first  martyrs  I  had  known 

sponder  write  letters  that  are  Editor:  agreed  upon  by  the  body  and  about  in  our  time.  Nina  Shea, 

appropriate  in  Chinese  society  We  leave  Wed.,  Oct.  15.  for  adopted  for  its  protection,  guid-  author  of  "In  The  Lion's  Den," 
and  at  the  same  time  find  ways  Argentina  where  we  will  serve  ance,  and  unity?  What  are  the  makes  the  powerful  statement 
of  witnessing  for  Christ.  for  six  months  as  International  penalties  for  such  violations?  that  more  Christians  have  died 

We  will  need  at  least  5,000  Service  Corps  workers.  Are  most  Mississippi  Baptists  in  our  century  for  simply  being 

names  by  December  15  of  stu-  We  will  be  helping  new  so  ill-informed  and  unknowing  Christians  than  in  the  nineteen 
dents  who  want  to  participate  Christians  in  the  Buenos  Aires  that  they  need  their  leaders  to  centuries  after  Christ's  birth, 
this  year.  We  especially  need  area  as  they  organize  missions  do  their  thinking  and  decision-  Missionaries  take  a  great  risk 
college  students,  but  will  be  into  churches.  making  for  them?  Are  just  a  few  when  they  follow  Christ  to  a 

able  to  use  corresponders  in  We  earnestly  desire  prayer  among  us  to  dictate  policy?  mission  field, 

grades  seven  or  higher.  This  support.  Our  address  will  be:  When  did  it  cease  to  be  an  It  was  a  statement  to  how 

will  make  a  great  project  for  a  1450  Rivadavia,  Apt.  2-C,  honor  for  an  institution  to  God  moves  through  tragedy  to 
Sunday  School  class  or  a  youth  Pergamino,  Argentina.  belong  to  and  be  controlled  by  learn  how  Susan  and  David 

group  such  as  Acteens,  We  served  in  Argentina  as  Mississippi  Baptists?  Potter  have  followed  the  Lord 

Challengers,  etc.  Any  person  our  first  mission  field  (1948-52)  When  did  the  convention's  and  made  examples  of  their 

who  would  like  further  infor-  and  our  first  two  children  were  wishes,  desires,  principles,  own  lives  in  the  years  since 
mation  may  call  me  at  (205)  bom  there.  Thank  you.  dreams,  and  control  become  so  their  parent's  death.  The  author 

822-4106  or  write  me  at  Indy  and  Charles  Whitten  distasteful  that  any  one  of  its  is  right  in  saying  their  parents 

Samford  University  Box  2305,  Clinton  institutions  needed  to  free  itself  would  be  proud  and  God  is 

Birmingham,  Alabama  35229  to  from  convention  command?  honored  by  the  examples  that 

request  an  information  and  Did  all  seek  to  be  loosed?  have  been  passed  on.  I  have 

sign-up  sheet.  PRAYER  COMES  FIRST  The  Southern  Baptist  never  forgotten  the  lives  that 

John  Carter  Convention  has  successfully  were  changed  in  the  Dominican 

Birmingham,  Ala.  Editor:  directed  its  institutions  using  Republic  because  Paul  and 

Something  happened  this  the  same  basic  rules  and  proce-  Nancy  Potter  obeyed  God's  call, 

summer  at  Hopewell.  Baptist  dures  as  those  of  Mississippi  Mike  Carroll,  pastor 

SEARCHING  FOR  BROTHER  Church  that  I  must  share  with  Baptists;  will  not  these  rules  Center  Hill  Church 

your  readers.  work  in  Mississippi?  Hanceville,  Ala. 

Editor:  I  have  been  pastoring 

During  a  recent  mission  trip  churches  for  23  years.  Fhere  has 


FOLLOW  THE  RULES 


POTTERS'  LEGACY 


Editor: 

I  wanted  to  write  in  regard  to 
the  story  on  David  Potter  in  the 
Sept.  25  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Record.  I  served  as  a  missionary 
journeyman  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  in  the  mid  1970s  and 
saw  the  legacy  of  his  parents  at 
Santiago  Baptist  Church. 

The  Potters  left  a  powerful 
legacy  with  the  congregation  of 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  numlaer 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer  's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists  '  letters 
w  ill  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
w  ords.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


CorresfX)ndents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


dish,  noon;  1:30  p.m.  singing 
with  The  New  Sound  of  Joy, 
Adams  County;  Richard  Pass, 
Andalusia,  Ala.,  guest  speaker; 
Tony  Mullins,  pastor. 

Glendale  (Washington): 

Oct.  26;  Clyde  Pullen,  former 
pastor,  will  preach  during  11 
a.m.  service;  fellowship  meal  at 
noon;  singing  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Robert  Nichols,  2  p.m.; 
Keith  Dendy,  pastor. 

First,  Marks:  Oct.  26;  90th 
birthday;  Gordon  Sansing  will 
peak  at  11  a.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice;  Harry  Tillery,  former  min¬ 
ister  of  music  and  youth, 
music;  fellowship  meal  follow¬ 
ing  morning  services;  Steve 
Wells,  pastor;  Tommy  Smith, 
minister  of  music  and  youth. 


Oak  Grove,  Philadelphia: 

Oct.  26;  105th  anniversary;  ser¬ 
vices,  10:30  a.m.  and  noon 
meal  in  fellowship  hall;  Keith 
Fulton,  Edinburg,  guest  speak¬ 
er;  SonRise,  Philadelphia, 
singing;  Paul  H.  Leber,  pastor. 

First,  Rurmelstown,  Petal: 

Oct.  26;  Sunday  School,  9  a.m.; 
worship,  10  a.m.;  followed  by 
dinner  and  afternoon  of  fellow¬ 
ship;  Henry  Freeman,  pastor. 

Maybank,  Hattiesburg: 

Oct.  26;  15th  anniversary; 

Sunday  School,  9  a.m.;  wor-  si 
ship,  10  a.m.;  lunch  served  in 
fellowship  hall  followed  by 
Myers  Family  in  concert; 

George  Berger,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Lebanon  Association, 
speaker;  Bob  Robinson,  pastor; 

Jerry  Purvis,  music. 

Macedonia,  Meridian:  Nov. 
Cranfield  (Adams-Union):  16;  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  meal 
Oct.  26;  Sunday  School,  10  in  fellowship  hall,  noon;  1  p.m. 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  covered  singing;  Jason  Gross,  pastor. 
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O  i.  i  v  >  iu  K  2  (■> . 


Life  and  Work 

Be  sharers 

2  Corinthians  9:6-15 


By  Geneva  England 


Bee  Sharers.  Yes,  honey  bees 
are  one  of  God's  most  fascinat¬ 
ing  creations.  They  busily  work 
from  sunup  to  sundown,  shar¬ 
ing  in  the  survival  of  their 
species.  They  deliver  their 
quota — a  thimbleful  of  honey — 
to  the  hometown  hive  during  a 
mere  42-day  lifespan;  then  they 
return  to  the  field  to  die  with¬ 
out  one  complaint.  What  a 
beautiful  testimony  to  unselfish 
teamwork.  We  should  learn 
from  this  example  of  God's  per¬ 
fect  order  in  nature.  Our  mis¬ 
sion  is  to  share  in  the  work  of 
Christ. 

Give  Generously  (9:6-9). 
These  rich  Second  Corinthian 
verses  are  the  basis  for  the 
expression,  "You  can't  outgive 
God!"  He  owns  everything. 


from 
seed  to 
salary; 


England 


ran 
sma 
largest 
owns  life 
Furthermore, 
loves  us  and  wants  to  give  to  us 
generously.  The  Bible  teaches 
tnat  God  does  not  give  his  chil¬ 
dren  stones  for  bread,  but  will, 
like  the  father  of  the  prodigal 
son,  give  us  the  best  he  has. 

Notice  the  four  "all's"  named 
in  verse  8:  "make  all  grace 
abound  to  us"  (What  we  do  for 
Christ's  sake  seems  to  return; 
we  become  the  recipients  rather 
than  the  givers.);  "all  sufficien¬ 
cy"  (Goa  provides  our  every 
need.);  "all  times"  (God's  gifts 
endure  forever;  man's  are  tem¬ 
poral.);  and  "have  all  you  need" 
(We  may  not  be  wealthy,  but  we 
enjoy  inner  contentment  that 
unbelievers  cannot  fathom  or 


experience.)  Giving  blood 
is  an  example  of  how 
scriptural  gift-giving 
works:  when  a  person 
gives  blood,  his  own  sup¬ 
ply  replenishes  itself  and 
is  strengthened,  while  the 
receiver  of  blood  is  also 
blessed. 

Our  part  involves  first 
giving  ourselves  to  the 
Lord  and  then  following 
his  will  for  our  lives.  Goa 
doesn't  drive  us  to  give  our 
time,  talents,  and  money,  for  he 
"loves  a  cheerful  giver."  Though 
each  of  us  determines  freely 
what  we  w'ill  give,  our  willing¬ 
ness  and  generosity  please  him. 

Paul  appealed  to  the 
Corinthian's  generosity  by- 
explaining  the  needs  of  the 
Jerusalem  believers.  They  were 
having  a  hard  time  financially 
since  following  Christ.  Because 
of  their  suffering,  the 
Corinthian  church  had 
promised  a  liberal  gift.  Paul 
arranged  for  Titus,  his  faithful 
fellow  worker,  and  two  other 
honorable  brethren  to  travel  to 


His 
ians  to 


Corinth  to  collect  this  gift, 
letter  urged  the  Corinthian 
be  ready. 

Reap  a  Harvest  (9:8-14). 

Three  blessings  will  be  reaped 
though  a  person's  tithes  and 
offerings:  one  bv  the  giver  (vs  8, 
10,  11,  14),  one  by  the  needy 
(v.12),  and,  most  importantly, 
God  will  be  glorified  (vs.  12-13). 
The  donor  receives  special  bless¬ 
ings  from  the  act  of  sharing, 
from  the  prayers  offered  on  his 
behalf  bv  the  recipient,  and  espe¬ 
cially  from  God's  outpouring  of 
grace.  Hence,  givers  are  blessed 
in  whatever  they  give  whether 
large  or  small.  The  widow's  mite 
is  a  good  example. 

Moreover,  man's  generosity 
honors  God  twofold:  the  giver 
praises  God  through  giving 
and  the  recipient  praises  God 
for  his  care  and  provisions. 
Such  cases  are  not  hard  to  find 
because  of  God's  marvelous 
love  for  his  children. 

Tears  rolled  down  the  cheeks 
of  one  young  missionary  as  he 
told  how  he  had  surrendered  in 
faith  to  follow  God's  call  to  a 


foreign  field.  He  didn't  know 
how  ne  would  finance  his  fam¬ 
ily's  needs;  yet  iust  when  he 
needed  financial  aid,  several 
unexpected  supporters  stepped 
forward.  God  was  glorified  in 
the  missionary's  testimony;  the 
supporters  were  blessed  in 
helping  spread  the  gospel,  and 
the  unsaved  heard  tne  message 
of  God's  salvation  and  love. 

Exert  a  Positive  Influence 
(9:12-15).  Paul  taught  that  con¬ 
tributing  generously  to  peo¬ 
ple's  needs  reflects  a  positive 
witness  of  God's  indwelling 
grace.  He  earlier  commended 
the  Macedonian  Christians  for 
giving  out  of  "extreme  pover¬ 
ty"  to  the  needy  in  Jerusalem  (2 
Cor.  8:1-5).  He  is  now  pleased 
w-ith  the  Corinthians'  positive 
witness.  These  examples  teach 
us  to  share  our  monetary  bless¬ 
ings  as  well  as  our  unselfish 
love,  time,  and  service. 

Let's  learn  from  these  and 
the  masterful  sharers — the  hon¬ 
eybees! 

England  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Treating  others  unselfishly 

Genesis  13:5-18 


By  Jason  Bird 


Being  in  right  relation  with 
God  always  affects  one's  rela¬ 
tion  with  others.  Abram 
demonstrated  his  faith  in  God 
by  being  generous  in  his  deal¬ 
ings  with  his  nephew  when 
conflict  arose  between  the  two. 
His  example  is  a  model  for 
dealing  with  conflict. 

An  Example  Of 
Unselfishness  (13:5-9).  Abram 
and  Lot's  prosperity  caused  the 
conflict  between  tne  two.  As 
they  moved  their  herds  into 
Canaan,  the  two  had  to  share 
the  land  with  the  Canaanites 
and  Perizzites  who  also  lived  in 
the  land.  Abram  and  Lot  had  to 


Bird 


search  to  find  ade¬ 
quate  food  and  water 
for  their  flocks.  This 
led  to  inevitable  con¬ 
frontations  between  the  hired 
hands  of  each. 

Abram  could  have  asserted 
his  rights  as  the  recipient  of  God's 
promises  and  demanded  the  best 
of  the  land.  Instead,  he  again 
trusted  God  and  allowed  Lot  to 
choose  which  part  of  the  land  he 
wanted  to  claim  as  his  own. 

Abram's  choice  is  a  model  for 
believers  in  settling  disputes.  Too 
many  times  we  wish  to  assert 
our  rights  and  exercise  authority 
over  others.  But  God's  call  is  one 
of  humility  and  putting  the 
needs  of  others  ahead  of  our 


own.  Abram’s  generosity 
exemplifies  an  unselfish¬ 
ness  that  all  believers  can 
follow. 

An  Example  Of 
Selfishness  (13:10-13). 

Lot  did  not  share  Abram's 
generosity.  Apparently 
not  concerned  with  the 
conflict  nor  his  uncle.  Lot 
only  concerned  himself 
with  what  was  best  for  Lot. 
He  looked  and  saw  the  most 
.beautiful  land  and  chose  all  of  it 
for  himself.  This  reveals  a  hint  to 
the  inevitable  consequences  of 
his  choice  when  the  writer  states, 
"This  was  before  the  Lord 
destroyed  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah."  Lot  made  a  selfish 
choice  and  would  later  pay  a 
great  price  for  his  selfishness. 

If  we  were  honest,  most  of  us 
would  have  to  admit  that  we  are 
more  like  Lot  than  Abram.  Given 
a  choice,  we  would  use  our  own 
senses  to  try  and  determine  what 
is  best  for  us  in  the  long  run. 


Was  Abram  unconcerned 
about  what  would  happen  to 
his  flock?  Certainly  not.  Abram 
knew  that  wherever  he  went, 
God  would  take  care  of  him,  just 
as  God  had  promised.  Believers 
need  to  remain  aware  that  trust 
in  God  sometimes  goes  against 
human  reasoning  and  logic,  but 
it  is  always  the  best  choice. 

A  Repetition  Of  God's 
Promise  (13:14-18).  Abram's 
choice  to  trust  God  obviously 
pleased  him.  God  again  spoke  to 
Abram  and  repeated  the  promise 
he  had  made  concerning  the 
land  being  given  to  Abrams  off¬ 
spring.  In  giving  Lot  the  choice 
of  the  land,  Abram  had  really 
lost  nothing—it  would  all  belong 
to  him  one  day  anyway.  Abram 
knew  God  was  in  control  of  his 
life  and  he  trusted  God  com¬ 
pletely.  Again,  the  writer  of 
Genesis  notes  Abram  responded 
to  God's  goodness  by  building 
an  altar  and  worshiping  him. 

When  we  are  consumed  by 


trusting  God  and  being  obedient 
to  him,  the  strife  and  conflict  of 
this  world  loses  its  importance. 
One  of  the  great  paradoxes  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  that  a 
believer  can  gain  by  losing.  Jesus 
stated  this  best  when  he  remind¬ 
ed  his  followers  that  "whoever 
exalts  himself  will  be  humbled 
and  whoever  humbles  himself 
will  be  exalted"  (Matthew  23:11). 

Believers  make  a  greater 
statement  in  a  pagan  world 
when  they  humbly  trust  God 
with  the  circumstances  of  their 
life  than  when  they  are  loud 
and  demand  their  rights  If 
Christ  does  not  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  way  we  relate  to 
those  around  us,  then  we  need 
to  question  whether  Christ  has 
really  made  a  difference  at  all. 
Abram's  unselfish  dealings 
with  Lot  are  a  blueprint  of  how 
we  can  honor  God  and  trust 
him  by  putting  others  first. 

Bird  is  pastor,  15th  Avenue 
Church,  Meridian. 


denominator  in  this  affir-  appealed  to  God  to  hear  their  ing,  presumably  about  the  con- 

mation  by  Daniel.  In  con-  supplications  and  to  look  upon  fession  of  sin  and  the  anticipat- 

trast,  the  people  were  not  their  desolations.  The  basis  of  ed  restoration  of  God's  people, 

faithful.  Daniel  uses  the  his  appeal  was  not  the  people's  The  interesting  point  for  our  les- 

inclusive  pronoun  "we"  merit,  but  God's  compassion  son  on  prayer  is  the  fact  that 

to  identify  with  his  peo-  (9:18).  Had  Daniel  appealed  to  Gabriel  told  Daniel  that  God 

pie.  "We  have  sinned,  the  Lord  to  intervene  based  on  had  given  him  commandment 

committed  iniquity,  acted  some  supposed  merit  of  the  at  the  beginning  of  his  supplica- 

wickedly,  and  rebelled..."  people  the  supplication  would  tion.  Gabriel  further  revealed 

_ } _ _ _  (9:5).  Just  as  the  heaping  nave  fallen  on  deaf  ears,  that  Daniel  was  "highly 

Prayer  is  the  single  most  ate  God.  r  VanHom  up  of  attributes  in  9:4  Daniel's  prayer  was  effective  esteemed."  Daniel's  persever- 

important  factor  in  everything  a  Painful  Confession  highlighted  God's  faith-  because  the  basis  of  his  appeal,  ance  and  faithfulness  to  the 

believer  does.  Daniel  prayed  (9:3-6).  The  autobiographical  fulness,  tne  neaping  of  various  the  very  compassion  of  God,  Lord,  his  refusal  to  compromise, 

after  considering  a  propnecy  of  account  in  9:3  indicates  that  terms  for  sin  and  wrongdoing  was  real.  Daniel  was  concise.  He  and  his  determination  to  live  for 

Jeremiah  (see  Jeremiah  Daniel  sought  the  Lord  in  an  highlighted  the  people's  Tack  of  asked  God  to  hear,  to  forgive,  to  God  were  acknowledged  and 
25:11^9:10).  The  prophecy  indi-  intense  way.  Prayer,  supplica-  faithfulness  (9:5).  Daniel  contin-  take  action  for  the  sake  of  his  appreciated  by  God.  In  turn, 

cated  that  God  would  visit  his  tions,  fasting,  sackcloth,  and  ues  with  his  confessional  tone  in  city  and  his  people  (9:19).  Daniel  had  only  to  begin  pray- 

ale  and  restore  them  to  their  ashes  combine  to  portray  Daniel  9:6  by  declaring  that  he  and  the  Prompt  Answer  (Dan.  9:20-  ing  and  the  answer  was  on  the 
after  seventy  years.  It  is  in  an  urgent  and  fervent  light.  If  people  had  not  listened  to  God's  23).  The  effectiveness  of  Daniel's  way  before  the  prayer  was  fin- 

generally  believed  that  the  the  Lord  was  about  to  visit  his  prophets.  Daniel  thus  shares  a  prayer  can  be  measured  in  the  ished.  We  are  reminded  of 

Darius  of  Daniel  9  should  be  people  soon,  no  time  could  be  secret  of  prevailing  prayer,  promptness  of  God's  response.  Isaiah  65:24.  Has  God  changed? 

dated  toward  the  beginning  of  wasted.  Prayer  was  the  best  Prayer  is  effective  when  it  Effective  prayer  does  not  always  Does  he  not  wait  to  hear  and 

the  Mede-Persian  rule,  about  539  preparation.  Daniel  began  his  includes  an  honest  acknowledg-  receive  an  immediate  answer.  In  answer  the  prayers  of  those  who 

B  C  Remembering  that  Daniel  prayer  by  noting  several  attrib-  ment  of  one's  own  failure  and  Daniel's  case,  it  did!  Daniel  devote  their  lives  to  him? 

was  taken  into  exile  in  605  B.C.,  utes  of  God.  He  is  great  and  lack  of  merit.  related  how  Gabriel  came  to  Remember,  "The  effectual  fer- 

the  time  for  God's  visitation  awesome.  He  keeps  his  Profound  Supplication  him  with  God's  answer  before  vent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
seemed  imminent.  Jeremiah's  covenant  and  lovingkindness  (9:18-19).  Having  acknowl-  he  was  finished  praying  (9:20-  availeth  much"  (KJV;  James 

prophecy  became  the  catalyst  for  for  those  who  love  him  and  keep  edged  the  fault  of  the  people  21).  Now  that  is  a  swift  5:16b). 

Daniel's  prayer.  Daniel's  prayer  his  commandments  (9:4).  God  s  and  God's  perfect  righteousness  response.  Gabriel  came  to  give  VanHom  is  pastor,  First 
is  that  of  a  pastor  interceding  for  faithfulness  is  the  common  in  judging  his  people,  Daniel  Daniel  insight  and  understand-  Church,  Columbia. 
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his  sinful  people  before 
a  iust  ana  comoassion- 


RA  program  inspires  lifetime  commitment 


After  89  years,  there  are  now  more  than  « ggSSgSSsSSfifl 

170,000  RAs  nationwide  in  more  than  gdxjm  '« 

1 2,000  churches.  Sag  ,  ’  ~  .,d  .SJfiiSSgj,  *  ’ ■  * 

The  ministry  remains  Southern  Baptists’ 

most  effective  tool  for  teaching  boys  about  ^ 

the  importance  of  reaching  a  lost  world  for 

Christ  —  and  giving  them  the  leadership  AMBASSADORS  FOR  CHRIST  —  Ken  Bart 
training,  confidence  through  individual  at  First  Baptist  Church  of  Grayson,  Ga.,  teacf 
achievement  and  practical  skills  to  carry  Lad  magazine  about  a  missionary  in  Germany 
out  that  mission.  children  and  their  families  to  Jesus  Christ.  Mi 

In  addition  to  the  primary  goal  of  mis-  Ambassador  program,  which  will  be  spot 
sions  education,  RAs  also  receive  merit  Ambassador  week.  Additional  activities  —  fr 
awards  in  a  variety  of  spiritual  and  practi-  memory  —  also  help  nurture  the  spiritual,  pF 
cal  disciplines.  Bible  memory,  camping,  in  grades  1-6.  Barton,  a  professional  firefighte 
recreation,  uniforms,  teaching  on  the  plan  17  years,  is  the  lead  "counselor"  for  boys  in  $ 
of  salvation,  missions  involvement  —  all  : 

contribute  to  a  balanced  program  encom-  started  by  Woman's  Missionary  Union  in 
passing  boys'  spiritual,  social,  mental  and  1908  and  led  by  that  organization  until  it 
physical  development.  became  the  responsibility  of  the 

"When  the  basic  principles  of  Royal  Brotherhood  Commission  in  1957.  As  of 
Ambassadors  were  formed,  the  character-  this  summer,  the  comprehensive  range  of 
istics  of  boys  served  as  guidelines,"  accord-  RA  materials  are  being  developed  andpro- 
ing  to  the  RA  leadership  guide  published  duced  by  the  new  North  American  Mission 
by  the  North  American  Mission  Board.  Board,  although  strong  leadership  net- 
"Koyal  Ambassadors  capitalizes  on  what  works  in  many  states  ana  local  associations 
boys  enjoy  doing."  also  support  local  churches  in  planning 

This  year's  RA  Week  theme  is  and  coordinating  activities. 

"Following  Jesus'  Footsteps."  For  McGee,  RA  director  at  Olive  Church 

The  Royal  Ambassadors  program  was  in  Pensacola  since  1975,  the  ministry  has 


SBTS  begins  four-year  program 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Trustees  of  theological  importance." 

Southern  Seminary  (SBTS)  unanimously  Having  "anchored"  the  seminary's 
approved  creation  of  a  four-year  college,  direction  in  the  Bible,  Mohler  said 
dedicated  a  new  conference  center  building.  Southern  is  now  moving  forward  with 
and  addressed  other  matters  of  business  in  momentum.  "The  energies  that  have  been 
their  Oct.  13-14  semiannual  meeting.  devoted  in  recent  years  to  redefinition  and 

Trustees  approved  Mohler's  recom-  redirection  are  now  directed  to  forward 
mendation  to  create  the  James  P.  Boyce  momentum." 

College  of  the  Bible  as  the  first  four-year  The  president  reported  the  seminary 
Bible  college  associated  with  the  six  has  629  new  students  this  semester,  with 
Southern  Baptist  seminaries,  though  two  an  on-campus  enrollment  of  1,292,  a 
of  the  seminaries  have  undergraduate-  14.24%  increase  over  last  year.  Although 
type  baccalaureate  programs.  Named  for  some  off-campus  programs  will  yet  enroll 
the  founding  president  of  Southern  students  and  other  centers  have  not  yet 
Seminary  and  set  for  opening  Aug.  1, 1998,  reported,  Mohler  said  total  enrollment  for 
the  Boyce  college  will  replace  the  academ-  the  seminary  stands  at  1,639  students  as  of 
ic  program  of  the  seminary's  Boyce  Bible  Oct.  11.  Complete  figures  for  total  enroll- 
Scnooi  which  currently  offers  associate  ment  will  not  be  available  until  the  end  of 
degrees  and  certificate  programs.  the  semester. 

y'There  is  no  debate  at  Southern  The  seminary's  financial  standing. 
Seminary  over  the  great  central  doctrines  Mohler  added,  is  sound.  "The  1996-1997 
of  the  Christian  faith,"  seminary  president  year  will  go  down  in  history  as  the  great- 
R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.  said.  "There  is  no  est  year  in  development  income  for 
debate  at  Southern  Seminary  about  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary," 
importance  of  inculcating  a  Christian  he  said.  The  seminary  received  more  than 
worldview  in  an  age  in  rebellion  against  $4.5  million  in  gifts,  compared  to  $3.6  mil- 
the  truths  of  the  Word  of  God.  There  is  no  lion  in  the  previous  year, 
debate  at  Southern  Seminary  in  terms  of  In  addition  to  finishing  the  fiscal  year  "in 

the  character  of  the  institution  and  the  con-  the  black,"  Mohler  reported  strong  growth 
victions,  the  confession  indeed,  that  frame  over  the  previous  year  in  the  seminary's 
who  we  are  and  what  we  believe  and  what  long-term  investments,  from  $68  to  $82  mil- 
we  teach.  We  are  not  absent  without  leave  lion;  total  assets,  from  $112  to  $131  million; 
as  an  institution  on  the  issues  of  front-line  and  endowment,  from  $57  to  $67  million. 
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RA  leaders  often  are  "planting  a  seed" 
that  may  result  in  the  occasional  mission¬ 
ary  or  minister,  or  more  often  the  commit¬ 
ted  Christian  layman,  husband  and  father 
so  important  to  the  ministry  of  the  church, 
McGee  said. 

Whatever  the  emphasis  and  methodolo¬ 
gy  chosen  by  local  churches,  North 
American  Mission  Board  missions  educa¬ 
tion  leaders  stress  their  commitment  to 
continuing  the  tradition  of  excellence  in 
supporting  the  wide  range  of  materials 
available  for  use  by  RA  groups. 

In  the  future,  new  tools  such  as  auarter- 
ly  videotape  programs  also  are  planned, 
according  to  Tim  Seanor,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  education  for  NAMB  and  former 
director  of  Royal  Ambassadors  at  the 
Brotherhood  Commission. 

"The  future  is  bright  for  Royal 
Ambassadors  at  the  North  American 
Mission  Board,"  Seanor  said.  "We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  producing  the  kind  of  missions 
education  materials  that  until  now  we 
could  only  dream  about." 
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MXCUZX  SDBKY:  HTS 


Clue:  L  equals  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week’s  puzzle:  Luke  Six  Thirty. 
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